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NEWSMasked up at Roosevelt University
by Raneen El-Barbarawi / Staff Reporter

 Life at Roosevelt has had 
many adjustments due to COVID-19, 
and the shift to a virtual Zoom life. 
Some students have expressed their 
concerns with how Roosevelt has 
been handling things, while others 
even offered ways to improve their 
living standards at Wabash.
         Kamaria Grayson, a sophomore 
marketing major living on the 22nd 
floor, said, “I think with living on 
campus this year, there are pros and 
cons; the pros being since we’re 
all stuck here, it’s made it easier 
to make friends in a way and the 
cons would be the cafeteria being 
disgusting.” 
         “It’s like they raised the meal 
plan prices and lowered the quality 
of food,” Grayson said.
         Juleana Gallizo, a sophomore 
majoring in psychology living on the 
24th floor, also felt the same way.
 “I definitely feel slightly 
disappointed because they didn’t 
inform us of everything that was 
going down this year like the guest 
policy, the closed gym and how 
they changed our meal plan. This 
is annoying because it’s more 

expensive and we’re not even getting 
quality stuff,” Gallizo said, adding 
that all her classes are online this 
semester.
 “I would also say that 
communicating about things going 
on in the dorms has lacked because 
I didn’t even know they changed 
the suite number rule where you can 
only have six people in the suite. 
Also, they told everyone that we 
couldn’t have guests anymore after 
everyone already moved in, so it 
was like, ‘I’m stuck now,’” Grayson 
added.
 “I wish we could have a 
guest policy where we could at least 
have one guest. I think we should 
be allowed a guest if we’re staying 
around them at all times and making 
sure they wear their masks,” said 
Damien Breitspecher, a sophomore 
psychology major living on the 31st 
floor.
 Roosevelt is now requiring 
students to fill out a “self-
assessment” before leaving and 
entering the school which asks 
questions that relate to COVID-19. 

These yes or no questions consist 
of asking students if they have any 
COVID-like symptoms, if they’ve 
traveled within the past 14 days and 
also requires students to agree to 
specific terms so that they can enter 
back into the school. If they pass, 
they are then given a green arrow 
and are able to enter back into the 
school. If they fail, they then may 
face having to stay in the quarantine 
rooms in the Wabash building or not 
being able to enter the building at all. 
 “The self-assessment thing 
is stupid because we have to show it 
when we go down from our room to 
the 14th floor and everyone isn’t on 
the same page,” said Gallizo.
 “The only thing that’s dumb 
is having to show the assessment 
when I leave my room, because I 
haven’t gone anywhere so there’s 
literally nothing I could’ve caught,” 
said Grayson.
         Gallizo and Grayson then 
explained how they felt about 
how Roosevelt has been handing 
COVID-19. 
 “I think they’re being very 
precautious and taking the right 
measures for COVID, like getting 
the students tested. I think it was 
cool to partner up with the clinic 
because a lot of big schools aren’t 
doing that, and they have tons of 
cases. I think they’re really on their 
s*** and I respect them for it,” said 
Gallizo. 
 “I feel like it’s fine. It’s just 
an adjustment you have to take, 
but it’s not as bad as what it would 
seem like on paper or what we were 
being told in the summer,” said 
Breitspecher, adding that he has an 
in-person laboratory class every 
other week.
 “I feel like Roosevelt is 
doing a good job in maintaining and 
making sure we have no COVID 
cases. A lot of my friends have 
COVID cases at their schools, but we 

virtually have none,” said Grayson.
 Students then spoke on their 
feelings towards having to transition 
to online classes.
 “Roosevelt isn’t taking into 
consideration how hard e-learning 
is and a lot of the professors are just 
hounding us with work since it’s all 
online. It’s just too much work; we 
weren’t doing this much work in 
person,” said Grayson. She added 
that she did have an in-person class 
but decided to stop because she felt 
like it was too unorganized.
 “I think that online school 
has become about passing. Nobody 
even cares to learn anymore because 
we’re sitting in front of a computer 
screen every day,” she added.
 “I don’t like it because I 
don’t feel like I learn efficiently 
over zoom and I feel like I’m just 
doing stuff to get it done,” said 
Gallizo.
 “If Roosevelt tried to do it 
where some classes are in-person, 
then that would be great. Some 
teachers can’t teach online and if 
we had in-person classes, then more 
people would start showing up,” 
Grayson suggested.
 “I think they should consider 
having every class at least meet 
once a week, especially if they’re 
small. I wish they would try to do 
more in-person things, even if it 
were once a week,” said Gallizo.
 They then spoke on some 
added changes they would also hope 
to see in the future.
 “I would like for Roosevelt 
to start communicating better with 
anything going on, whether it’s 
COVID or policy-wise. I’d also like 
them to start listening to the students 
about how we feel about e-learning 
and what’s going on in the dorms. 
I understand they want to keep us 
safe, but you can keep us safe and 
listen to what we have to say,” 
Grayson said. 
 

Damien Breitspecher pictured entering Roosevelt University through the Michigan 
entrance with a mask on. Photo by Raneen El-Barbarawi.
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SPORTS

by Santino Torres / Staff Reporter
 With the integration of 
Roosevelt University and Robert 
Morris University now complete, 
the athletics program offers a new 
variety of sports available for student 
athletes.
          “We have football in 
Chicago and football in Peoria. In 
addition, we have baseball in Peoria. 
Other Chicago programs include 
men’s volleyball, men’s hockey 
and women’s hockey,” said John 
Jaramillo, director of athletics at 
Roosevelt. “We also have men’s and 
women’s bowling, and we also have 
performing arts, eSports and spirit 
squads in cheer and dance.”
         Jaramillo said the new 
programs give Roosevelt athletics 
a really robust portfolio which 
can provide more opportunities 
for athletics to be represented in a 
variety of ways.
         However, the Roosevelt 
community will have to wait 
for fall sports to begin. On July 
28, the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) 
Council of Presidents voted to 
postpone the national championships 
for fall sports back to spring 2021.
         “The middle of the summer 
is when we started to have national 
meetings and more conference 
conversations about it,” Jaramillo 
said. “It was really just a lot of ‘hey, 
we’re preparing for fall, but there’s 
a strong likelihood it’s not going to 
happen.’”
 The Chicagoland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (CCAC) and 
its 15 league presidents made the 
decision on Oct. 6 to announce 
a single round-robin, 14-game 
format for the men’s and women’s 
basketball seasons. According to 
Roosevelt men’s basketball head 
coach Joe Griffin, this means that the 

Roosevelt men’s basketball season 
will seek an early December start 
date, with conference play slated to 
begin Jan. 2.
  “They created a uniformed, 
equal conference schedule for the 
league, but then they left it up to 
each individual school to schedule 
their non-conference games as 
they saw fit, depending on how the 
virus is impacting each university 
within their respective local areas,” 
Griffin said. “I think they made 
the best decision they could in an 
unprecedented time.”
  NAIA schools are allowed 
to play a maximum of 30 games in 
a full regular season schedule. With 
14 CCAC conference matchups, 
Roosevelt men’s basketball could 
play up to as many as 16 additional 
non-conference matchups at their 
discretion. While Griffin indicated a 
return to the court could come with 
games in December, there aren’t 
any plans to accommodate such a 
schedule as large as 30 games.
  “We’re aiming for about 20 
games, give or take a few,” Griffin 
said. “Currently, we’re scheduled to 
tip off in early December. We’ll play 
a great schedule in December, and 
into conference play in January and 
February.”
  In some instances, student 
athletes participating in sports 
made the choice to opt out of their 
respective seasons, with no penalty 
assessment whatsoever. 
 “This year, if an athlete 
competes in 50% or less of their 
season and does not compete in 
postseason competition, they are not 
charged a season of competition,” 
said Brenda White, Director of 
Legislative Services for the NAIA. 
 “Our student athletes are able 
to opt out at any time if they do not 

wish to compete. This is not unlike 
any other year if a student athlete 
wished to preserve their eligibility,” 
she said. “In past seasons, if an 
athlete chose not to compete, 
they were not charged a season of 
competition.”
 Jaramillo said that the 
current priority is the safety of the 
student athletes amidst an ongoing 
pandemic. “I’m concerned more that 
they’re getting the best and safest 
experience possible as part of their 
college experience,” Jaramillo said.
  Current safety protocols 
would not allow for fans to be 

in attendance at Roosevelt home 
games. In the event these protocols 
remain intact at the beginning of the 
season, Jaramillo named livestream 
broadcasting as a solution to keep 
students in tune with Roosevelt 
athletics.
         “We’re hoping that the public 
health situation does improve,” 
Jaramillo said. “We want to give 
them an opportunity to experience 
the games. We look at broadcasting 
them, and working on plans to ensure 
that as many of our athletic events as 
possible are live streamed.”

ROOSEVELT 

Roosevelt’s Kara Sleeper blocks Robert Morris’ Kaila Beckwith’s spike at the net. Sleeper 
and Beckwith are now teammates as a result of the integration between the two schools. 
Photo by Robert Morris University Athletics Archives

Fall sports, spring forward: Pandemic pushes all sports season to 2021
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 Historically, college seniors 
have always been looking for 
jobs and kick starting their career 
post graduation. However, newly 
graduated students are facing a 
new era of the job market. The 
class of 2020 is now entering a job 
market that is worse than the Great 
Depression.
 The Labor Department 
recently examined the job growth 
in September and came to the 
conclusion that if every month 
was like September, it would take 
17 more months to restore the job 
market to the level it was in February 
2020.
 Meanwhile, in these 17 
months, young adults are still 
looking for employment. Jordan 
Fierst, a 21-year-old Roosevelt 
Spring 2020 graduate, is one of the 
few that managed to find a job in 
these unprecedented times. Actually, 
three of them.
 Fierst is working as a 

distributed digital organizing 
associate for the Democratic Party 
of Wisconsin, a 9th-grade-on-
track coordinator with Milwaukee 
succeeds, and the varsity assistant 
girls basketball coach at her former 
high school.
 “They [the jobs at the DPW 
and Milwaukee Succeeds] are both 
only temporary stepping stones to 
where I hope to end up,” said Fierst.
 Although Fierst graduated 
in only three years and achieved 
Summa Cum Laude, she said she 
struggled with finding a job. She 
earned her Bachelor of Arts in 
political science and sustainability 
studies with a minor in International 
Studies. 
 However, she believes 
Roosevelt could have done more to 
guide her into the professional world.
 “I don’t feel as if Roosevelt 
adequately prepared me for the post-
grad job-hunting process. To be fair, 
however, I’m not sure anyone could 

have prepared the 2020 class for 
what job-hunting in the middle of a 
global pandemic would look like,” 
said Fierst. “The virtual graduation 
ceremony was disappointing to say 
the least, and I felt like Roosevelt 
did not have the capacity to set its 
2020 graduates up for success in 
light of COVID-19 and was instead 
ready for us to go.”
 Rane Kenny, a senior 
English major with a minor 
in women and gender studies 
and sociology, is reflecting on 
Roosevelt’s ability to prepare her 
for the future.
 “I think partially it’s on me 
and it’s on them,” said Kenny. “I’m 
not utilizing the career office as 
much as I could be, but maybe they 
can have events that are catered to 
after college.”
 Fierst said she would have 

liked to see more opportunities to 
learn about financial literacy and 
paying back student loans while 

by Aero Cavalier / Staff Reporter 

FEATURE 
Chicago & Elsewhere 

2020-21 graduates face a shaky job market 

working an entry level position.
 Ashley Denny, a Roosevelt 
2020 graduate, has taken a slightly 
different path and chose to pursue 
graduate school before jumping into 
a career. She is currently attending 
Northwestern University and is 
working towards her Masters in 
Counseling.
Denny’s program has historically 
been online, so remote learning was 
not a surprise to her for this fall 
year. She said she is actually using 
the online courses in a way that is 
beneficial to her success.
 “It’s been a challenge to keep 
up with everything, but having the 
opportunity to choose when I study 
and do my work is helpful because 
of my internship hours that are 
necessary to collect,” said Denny.
 “I don’t think there’s 
anything Roosevelt University could 
have done to help me understand 
how different a higher level of 
education would be,” said Denny, in 
regards to Roosevelt’s preparation of 
students for life after undergrad.
 Fierst emphasized the 
importance of developing lasting 
relationships with professors and 
other administrators. She specifically 
wanted to thank a few professionals 
that helped her when she felt 
Roosevelt was doing a lackluster job: 
Dr. Faris, Dr. Dalmage, Dr. Bryson, 
Dr. Barratt, Dr. Pickren, Coach 
Ragsdale, John Jaramillo and Dr. 
Kjar.
 “Perhaps most importantly, 
advocate for yourself,” said Fierst. 
“Let people know what you need 
when you need it.”
 For graduates of 2021, Fierst 
offered advice. “Start looking for a 
position early,” she advised. “Even 
earlier than you think you should.”

“Looking-for-Labor Day” commentary on recession during a 
global pandemic. Photo courtesy of artist Signe Wilkinson.
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If America has many underlying health issues, is COVID-19 enough to kill 
it?

Chicago & Elsewhere  

by Aidan McGinty / Staff Reporter

POLITICAL COMMENTARY 

 After the first presidential 
debate, America was rocked by 
the news that the president and 
first lady had both tested positive 

for COVID-19. At a time when 
the health and presence of both 
candidates is vital to their respective 
campaigns, some may have been  

left confused about the future of the 
election. 
 Sophomore biology major 
and honors’ program assistant 
Kennedy O’Connor said, “My initial 
reaction when I heard [that] the 
president and first lady had been 
diagnosed with COVID-19 was, 
honestly, uncertainty. Unfortunately, 
we are at a place in our country 
where we cannot trust the president. 
I wasn’t sure if it was a political 
scheme or if it was real. I did not put 
it past the Trump administration to 
pull a stunt like that.”
 Similarly, junior integrated 
marketing and communications 

major Nicole Poole said she was also 
skeptical of the president’s diagnosis. 
 “When I heard about Trump getting 
diagnosed I thought it was fake, and 
then he ‘recovered…’ and it left me 
wondering why not all americans 
receive the same level of medical 
treatment that he did,”Poole said. 
 Poole and O’Connor are not 
the only ones feeling uncertain about 
the state of our government. 
Political science professor, Andy 
Trees said, “Everyone focuses 
on President Trump’s behavior, 
and it is absolutely true that he is 
violating all sorts of written and 
unwritten constitutional norms in 
ways that undermine our system of 
government.” 
  “But in a situation like 
this, Congress is supposed to act 
as a check on the president and is 
supposed to push back and force 
him to respect those norms. In part 
because of the highly partisan nature 
of Congress and in part because of 
its current level of dysfunctionality, 
it is not performing the role that it 
should be. And I think that is highly 
worrisome for our system,”he added
  Trees argued that COVID in 
the White House is not something 
to stress over. “Because of the 25th 
Amendment, we have a long line of 
succession laid out if the president 
and other members of the cabinet 
become incapacitated,” Trees said. 
 In today’s political climate, 
some Americans may struggle to 
trust their government. As  America 
gets closer and closer to the 
presidential election, tensions are 
only rising. 
   

 “When I heard about Trump 
getting diagnosed I thought it was 

fake, and then he ‘recovered…’ and 
it left me wondering why not all 

americans receive the same level of 
medical treatment that he did,” said 

Poole 

 A Trump 2020 campaign flag flying under the United States flag. Photo courtesy of unsplash.
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Among Us: the new socially distanced gaming craze
by Karina Aguilar / Staff Reporter 

 Although the game Among 
Us was created in 2018, it only 
recently gained popularity in 
mainstream culture.
 One factor contributing 
to the game’s surge in popularity 
is Twitch. The popular streaming 
website allows users to broadcast 
video game content to an audience 
of viewers and subscribers. 
 “Twitch creates a lot of hype 

around the game and attracts a lot of 
people because these big streamers 
have thousands of people watching 
them play,” said Bryan Meyer, 
a senior criminal justice major. 
“People see that they are having a 
lot of fun with it so they also want 
to experience that and join in on the 
hype around the game.”
 This appears to be a 
popular opinion within the gaming 
community. According to pcgamer.
com, from the beginning of July 
to the end of August, the amount 

of Twitch users streaming Among 
Us went from a couple hundred to 
over 100,000. The more viewers 
on Twitch, the more the number of 
players in the game grew. 
 The accessibility and 
familiarity that comes with Among 
Us may be another reason why this 
game has become so popular.
 “It reminds me of the game 
of mafia but in an online version 

game,” explained Roberto Palacios, a 
senior accounting and finance major. 
“Among Us is also popular because 
it is free! A free game where we 
can play with friends is the ultimate 
attraction.”
 Some Roosevelt students 
said they prefer to play Among Us 
because it is easy to play within 
the time constraints that come with 
being a student. 
 “I like to play when I 
have a little free time in between 
classes,” said Meyer. “I would 

FEATURE

totally recommend playing this game 
because the games only last five to 
10 minutes so it’s fun to play when 
you have a few minutes to spare.”
 Many students, like Palacios,  
enjoy playing Among Us virtually 
with their friends. Some students 
said it allows people to  have some 
fun and stay connected during a time 
where many people feel separated 
from others.

 
“I play with friends and 
communicate over the phone or 
Zoom meeting,” stated Palacios. 
“It makes the process easier to 
communicate and to have fun. I also 
enjoy discussing who the imposter 
is. It is the best part because it gets 
intense.”
 A few students said they play 
Among Us to cope with the current 
stressors they are facing. Students 
have expressed that playing the game 
is a good way to take their minds 
off of the stress of school amidst a 

global pandemic.
 “Sometimes just staying 
connected can honestly be stressful 
if you get to talking about anything 
going on in the world right now,” 
said Tasin Islam, a junior psychology 
major. “So instead of talking--having 
that interactive game that everyone 
participates in and gets our mind off 
of everything else is an ideal way to 
stay connected right now.”

 Students like Islam said they 
believe Among Us is a popular app 
to download in a time where students 
feel disconnected from others. It may 
provide students with a way to form 
connections and take their minds 
off of the current struggles they are 
facing.
 “Social distancing made us 
realize how virtual games, programs, 
and events are powerful,” said 
Palacios.

Among Us was published by American game studio InnerSloth and released on June 15, 2018. Photo courtesy of sciencetimes.com

Chicago & Elsewhere  
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 What went from an app used 
to create lip sync videos has quickly 
become a social media platform 
unlike any other. TikTok has taken 
the world by storm, becoming the 
most downloaded app worldwide 
within only two years. 
 “Since January 2019, TikTok 
has been installed more than 104.7 
million times, which is an increase 
of 46% in the span of a year, making 
it the most downloaded non-gaming 
app worldwide, according to Sensor 
Tower, a mobile app store data 
analytics firm,”  according to Forbes.
 Although the app has 
garnered a lot of success with its 

users, its creators are also facing 
issues. From the app’s instability 
with President Trump’s repeated 
threats to ban the app to Tiktok 
shadow banning their LQBTQ+ 
and BIPOC creators, this app 
that creators saw as a fun outlet 
is increasingly becoming more 
complicated by the day.
 With President Trump’s 
looming threat, Oracle has officially 
made a deal with TikTok. According 

to axios.com, “Oracle will have the 
exclusive ability to oversee all tech 
operations for TikTok in the U.S. 
Oracle will review TikTok’s source 
code and related software to ensure 
there are no backdoors.”
 Lee Smith, known to 
their 207.8 thousand followers 
as “sadboyily,” makes content 
primarily comedic in nature. 
  “I first started making 
content out of boredom,” Smith 

said. “My best friend and I got 
together one day and decided to 
make TikToks. Immediately my 
video blew up, getting 300 thousand 
views, which then motivated me to 
continue making videos.”
 When Trump first threatened 
to ban the popular social media 
app, Lee shared the same sentiment 
as many other creators. He said, 
“My initial reaction was honestly 
just sadness. TikTok has become a 
prominent part of pop/youth culture, 
it has been the birthplace of many 
influential people’s careers. I’ll most 
likely stop making content.” 
 Oracle’s new deal with 

 TikTok has become a prominent part of pop/
youth culture, it has been the birthplace of many 

influential people’s careers.” -Lee 

Chicago & Elsewhere
How Tiktok creators are being affected by Trump’s potential TikTok ban
by Andrea Lee / Staff Reporter

TikTok creator Lee Smith. Photo courtesy of @sadboyily on Instagram
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Tiktok isn’t generating much hope 
for some creators. 
  Smith said, “I am fearful of 
the fact that the CEO of Oracle is a 
Trump supporter.  Most of Trump’s 
actions as the president seem to be 
a grab for power and with that, the 
buying of one of the largest social 
media apps of this generation by an 
American company seems to be for 
the same purpose.”
 Molly Cheevers, or known 

as they are known to their 201.3k 
followers as mollybethh_lit, started 
their account as a fun personal blog 
to document their new chapter of 
growing through hardships.

 “I had just gotten off the 
street from being homeless, and 
it was something I had wanted 
to do when I was homeless but I 
feel confident in myself because it 

was hard to keep clean, hard to do 
laundry in NYC in the middle of the 
pandemic,” said Cheevers. 
 “I didn’t have access to all of 
my clothing, etc. So, I was excited 
once I found an apartment to get to 
be carefree and silly on the app.”
 Cheevers said the risk of 
the ban did not phase them. They 
said, “I honestly wasn’t surprised, 
we live in a fascist police state. I’ve 
spent the past few months protesting 
and watching photographers and 
journalists with press passed get 
assaulted alongside us. It didn’t 
surprise me that Trump was using 
xenophobic rhetoric to ban the app.” 
 With the new deal, Cheevers 
said they only expect the worst.  
 “Trump tried to ban the app 
because of how vocal gen Z is about 
politics on it. The app shadow bans 
black and queer creators. I think 
this will continue or worsen under 
Oracle.”
  Madison Asycue, known as 
madi.ayscue to her 82.8 thousand 
followers, remembers TikTok when 
it was previously known as Musical.
ly. 
 “I honestly don’t remember 
why I started posting. I had TikTok 
when it was still Musical.ly and I 
posted very cringey lip syncs. I kept 
trying to keep up with the trends as 
the platform changed into what it is 
today, and I’ve managed to gain a 
decent following. I try to make every 
video different so it’s a roller coaster 
going through them all.”  
 Ayscue said she was 
“genuinely worried” once she 
learned of the ban. 
 “I hope TikTok is just 
bought by someone who will allow 
their user to remain as free as they 
already are.  As for being a creator, 
I honestly don’t know where my 
future is headed towards. I just sort 
of go day by day and try and make 
the best of it,”Ayscue said. 

TikTok creator Molly Cheevers. Photo courtesy of @mollybeth25 on Instagram

“Trump tried to ban the app because of how 
vocal gen Z is about politics on it. The app 

shadow bans black and queer creators. I think 
this will continue or worsen under Oracle.” 

-Cheevers 
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Sound off: The Torch’s pick of favorite Halloween activities 
 Halloween might look different this year, but don’t worry; the Torch team has got you covered with our recommendations of how to celebrate the spooky season. Here 
are some of our favorite COVID-friendly Halloween festivities. Try them yourself and let us know if these choices are a fire way to celebrate the season — 2020 style.

Spooky Disney Movie Marathon by Andrea Lee 
There’s no better way to get into the fun spooky spirit then to dive back into 
fun Halloween classics you grew up watching, or maybe even discovering 
something new. On Disney Plus, the streaming service is currently offering 
a multitude of fun Halloween classics like “The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas,” “Hocus Pocus” and my personal favorite, “The Haunted Mansion.” 
For those practicing social distancing, Disney Plus offers a virtual watch 
party option so you can watch with your friends.

Hosting a spooky movie night with friends  by Amanda Landwehr
If the 2020 Presidential Debates weren’t enough to scare you, hop on 
Netflix and invite some friends over for a horror movie binge. It’s a fun, 
COVID-friendly way to celebrate Halloween, and you don’t even have to 
change out of your work-from-home uniform of pajamas. Bake some wick-
edly tasty Pilsbury pumpkin cookies, choose a spooky flick like “IT” or 
“Insidious,” and settle in for a cozy night. The bonus? It’s free! 

Grab your favorite warm drink and decorate by Karina Aguilar
Nothing screams “fall” like a warm, cozy drink! Run to a local coffee shop 
and pick up your favorite fall beverage. I strongly recommend anything with 
cinnamon, like chai tea, pumpkin spice or Apple cider. Once you have your 
favorite drink in hand, place your spooky decorations up around the house. 
There’s no better way to kick off Halloween than to cover your house in 
pumpkins, ghosts, witches and all things fall!  

Fright Night by Santino Torres
Stoke the fires. Have the s’mores ready. Print out some spooky stories. Get 
your family and friends together, gather around the fire and have a flashlight 
handy as you prepare for a night of ghoulish stories with the full moon in 
sight. Have blankets handy as you prepare for the shivers and chills crawling 
down your spine with each story, and enjoy a festive fall night.

Visit a Pumpkin Patch by Aero Cavalier
Outdoor activities are a great way to beat the quarantine blues! Visit a 
pumpkin patch with members of your household or others who are COVID-
free. Make sure to bring a mask and enjoy the crisp fall weather. Pick out 
your favorite pumpkins and gourds, give them spooky designs and roast the 
seeds. A lot of pumpkin patches are run by independent farmers, so this is 
also a great chance to support your local essential workers. If you live in 
Northern Illinois, I recommend Stade’s Farm & Market in McHenry for a 
festive farm.

Exploring “haunted” places by Jules Banks 
Staying socially distanced might mean no big get-togethers this Hallow-
een, but if you’re looking to get out of the house, consider a fun trip to any 
of Chicago’s (allegedly) haunted locations and give yourself a fun fright. 
Many ghostly venues are open to the public, such as the Congress Hotel, 
Graceland Cemetery or the Hull House. I can’t recommend the ones that 
aren’t open to the public, but if you can get in….

Getting into costume by Aidan McGinty
Just because costume parties are out of the cards this year, doesn’t mean that 
you can’t get dressed up! Gather a group of friends who are willing to have 
a Zoom costume exhibition. Go all out — there’s no need to worry about 
your makeup lasting throughout the night, or how comfortable your outfit 
will be to dance in. Even if the only person seeing your costume is you, it’s 
always fun to dress up and get in the Halloween spirit. 

Photo courtesy of NeONBRAND on unsplash.

Photo courtesy of Andyone on Unsplash.
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Frights and fun await at Chicago’s pop-up ‘Museum of Terror’
 by Amanda Landwehr / Section Editor
 It’s almost Halloween, and regardless of current 
circumstances, there are still pleanty of ways to celebrate. Located 
in Wicker Park, 6th Dimension Space + Gallery is hosting a pop-up 
Museum of Terror through mid-October and into late November. The 
museum includes a series of interactive exhibits like Creepypasta 
stories, supernatural haunts and even horror memes. Tales of 
demonic possessions and other terrifying ghost stories make this 
exhibit a truly all-encompassing experience, and the dim lighting 
around the gallery makes you feel as if you’re actually inside of a 
ghost story. This isn’t your typical museum, and you’re bound to 
feel shivers down your spine as you creep around the exhibition. 
But don’t fear — funny memes and bizarre art pieces manage to 
keep things lighthearted. For a memorable fall night, check out the 
Museum of Terror to truly celebrate the spooky season.
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The imperfect beauty of remote learning
by Mohammad Samra / Section Editor

 From the day I first became 
a student at Roosevelt University in 
2017, I’ve been doing homework 
deep into the night and into the 
early morning. I sometimes saw 
the sun creep up and color the 
pitch-black sky with an orangish 
glow as I finished up the last of my 
math questions or put the finishing 
touches on a 15 page, semester-long 
final project for Journalism 390.

 For my first three years 
at Roosevelt, I, like many others, 
commuted downtown to attend 
in-person lectures. However, the 
pandemic has put many students 
— from preschool to college — in 
an unfamiliar, uncomfortable and 
downright undesirable position 
regarding their education. Before 
March, I only vaguely knew what 
Zoom was. Now, Zoom is the digital 
substitute to my entire senior year.

 There are many obvious 
flaws in remote learning. Not 
everybody has immediate access 
to reliable internet connection. Not 
everybody has a quiet space to sit 
through hours of lectures or class 
discussions. Not everybody has a 
working laptop, functional camera, 
or technological knowledge to thrive 
in a completely virtual educational 
setting. Some students (and 
teachers) benefit much more from 
face-to-face instruction. But while 
learning remotely does have its 
flaws, there are also many positives 
to the process that go unnoticed. 

 In order to make it to my 
9:30 a.m. class on time, I’d have 
to wake up two-and-a-half hours 
earlier. I’d take the 8:02 Metra 
train from Palos Heights to Union 
Station. If I was lucky, the ride 
lasted 45 minutes — though delays 
often made rides close to an hour. 

After making it to Union Station, 
I walked 20 minutes, often in the 
blistering Chicago wind, before 
arriving to class. 

 Riding the Metra isn’t 
cheap. I paid nearly $200 a month 
to commute to and from Roosevelt. 
I sometimes waited two hours 
before riding the next available 
train back to Palos Heights, often 
missing my first 20 or 30 minutes of 
work. 

 With remote learning, I’m 
no longer at the mercy of the Metra. 
I’m fortunate enough to wake up 
10 minutes before my class starts, 
and can attend without leaving the 
comfort of my bed. The money 
I’m saving on train tickets helped 

me pay off my tuition quicker, and 
I haven’t missed a minute of work 
since the semester started. 

 I’ve also become much 
better at utilizing the Blackboard 
app to my advantage. I seldom knew 
what my grades were throughout 
any point of a given semester during 
my first three years. This semester, 
I’m able to see where I am at in each 
class because of how Blackboard-
savvy my professors have become.   

 Since I don’t have to allot 
at least two hours of my day to 
commuting, I can spend more time 
producing higher quality work for 
my classes without trading hours 
of sleep in my bed for a 20-minute 
nap on the stairs of a Metra train in 
between school and work. Although 

the experience may not be the 
same, I still feel like I’m gaining 
something valuable from each of my 
classes. 

 Despite the benefits of 
remote learning, I still miss many 
aspects of in-person classes that 
made the college experience so 
special for me. I have so many 
memories attached to both the 
Wabash and Auditorium building 
— from corny ice-breaker exercises 
during freshman-year orientation to 
sitting through courses in AUD 362, 
my favorite classroom. 

 While nothing will replace 
the effectiveness of hands-on 
learning in an actual class setting, 
remote-learning, despite its flaws, 
has to be the next best option. 

A snapshot of higher education’s new reality: Zoom lectures. Photo by Mohammad Samra.
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