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NEWSAre Roosevelt students voting in the 2020 elections?
by Raneen El-Barbarawi / Staff Reporter

  As election day slowly creeps 
closer and closer, students at Roosevelt 
University shared their thoughts about 
the importance of voting.
 Khaliya Jackson, a junior 
double majoring in sociology and 
political science with a minor in social 
justice studies, said, “I think that voting 
is important because it is a right that has 
been promised to us. A right that people 
have fought for and were murdered over. 
But we can’t glamorize the suffering 
to voter rights. Voter suppression is an 
active and pervasive struggle that we 
have still yet to rid ourselves of.”
 “I think that voting is such 
an important conversation; but the 
conversation on why this is election 
season, seems so dire to some and just 
a regular day to others- which is also 
an important conversation to have,” 
said Jackson, adding that she is voting 
because it seems like the most “tangible 
action” that she can currently take. 
 “Voting is important because 
young people can have such a large 
say in what happens in elections, yet 
so many young people don’t vote. 
Therefore, I find that it’s very important 
that I make sure to vote when I can,” 
said Grace Koeppen, a junior integrated 
marketing communications major. She 
said that she voted because she wanted 
to have a voice in who runs the country. 
            Election day is scheduled for 
Nov. 3 of this year, in which President 
Donald Trump or former Vice President 
Joe Biden will be elected.

 Sophia Gallo, a junior sociology 
major, said, “I think voting is important 
because it’s one of the small things 
we can do along with other actions 
like educating ourselves and others, 
donating to mutual funds, calling our 
representatives, and attending protests to 
make this country more fair for people.” 
Gallo said that she voted early because 
she wanted to make sure that her vote 
was counted for in the election. 
 Sariah Bolden, a junior history 
and political science major, said, “Voting 
is important because it decides who are 
our elected officials from the federal 
level, to state, and local. All elections 
are important, but this year is especially 
important with the presidential election 
since we have a fascist in office and we 
need to vote him out.”
 Two presidential debates have 
occurred between both candidates as 
well as one vice presidential debate 
between Biden’s running mate, Kamala 
Harris, and Trump’s vice president, 
Mike Pence. In these debates, candidates 
discussed the COVID-19 pandemic, race 
and economic issues, as well as climate 
change and other important topics.
         In fact, some students offered their 
inputs on the debates. 
 “One word, ‘Yeesh.’ It all felt 
theatrical, and I understand that part of 
politics is a little show and dance, but 
this felt like I knew the end of the story 
before it began,” said Jackson. 
 “Both parties reaffirm the same 
points they have always been making. 

Trump’s debating style makes it hard to 
view anything. Biden isn’t any different 
than listening to a Zoom lecture. But 
what I did love about the debates, is that 
it’s getting people talking. I feel like it 
was some years ago where talking about 
politics as small talk was not something 
you did.”
 “The debates gave me a 
headache. The second presidential 
debate went a lot better due to the fact 
that there was less interruption. The 
major headache was due to the fact 
that questions that the moderator asked 
weren’t being answered,” said Koeppen. 
 “I heard this last debate was 
more successful because mics were 
able to be muted so Trump and Biden 
couldn’t interrupt each other,” said 
Gallo. 
 “The presidential debates were 
hard to watch. Trump did historically 
terrible in the first debate and did a little 
better in the second debate they had 
together. But overall Biden won both 
debates,” said Bolden. 
 Moreover, students further 
spoke on their feelings about voting.  
 “I think we put a lot of emphasis 
on voting and while it is important to 
do it if you can, it’s certainly not the 
end all be all to making change. As 
long as voter suppression is rampant 
and many formerly incarcerated people 
can’t vote, our elections won’t be a 
truly representative and effective tool 
to dismantle inequality in this country,” 
said Gallo. 

 “If you would have asked me 
a few years ago, I would have told you 
that voting was solely the way to go; it’s 
the answer to everything. The answer 
I would give you now is, it’s still an 
answer, but we should consider other 
options,” said Jackson. 
 “Voting suppression is rampant, 
it is not normal for us to wait 10 plus 
hours to exercise our voice. It is not 
normal for our mail system to be 
threatened during an election year where 
mail in ballots are pivotal.” 
 Students then spoke on their 
criticisms and dislikes about the voting 
system. 
 “There are a few things I 
don’t like about voting. The electoral 
college is useless, there is literal voter 
suppression and disenfranchisement, 
and voting doesn’t enact major change 
when at the end of the day, you’re still 
voting for a party that favors capitalism 
and still does harm to minority groups,” 
said Bolden.
 “Although Illinois favors my 
views, in terms of the electoral college, 
it annoys me that voting may or may 
not have a huge impact depending on if 
you’re from a blue or red state. Voting 
is extremely important in swing states. 
That’s the only thing I don’t like about 
voting- that swing state voters are really 
the ones deciding the election, said 
Koeppen. 
 In fact, the electoral college 
was created as an alternative to elect the 
president by popular vote or Congress. 
Under the “Electoral College” system, 
each state is assigned a particular 
number of votes and there are a total of 
538 electoral votes. The larger the state, 
the more votes it receives. In the United 
States, 270 out of the 538 electoral votes 
are required to win the presidential 
election.
 Students said they encouraged 
others to vote if they are able to. 
 “Everyone should vote for the 
people who can’t,” said Koeppen. 
 “If you’re able to vote, you 
should definitely vote. Some people 
don’t have that privilege so use your 
privilege to help enact some kind of 
change,” Bolden added. 

 The 2020 election will take place on Nov. 3 2020. Photo courtesy of Unsplash.
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How are Roosevelt students celebrating Hallow-19?
by Aidan McGinty / Staff Reporter

 It’s clear that this Halloween 
will not be entirely conventional, 
but what will this mean for the 
holiday’s most important tradition — 
costumes? America has been living 
in the clutches of COVID-19 and the 
various restrictions caused by the 
pandemic since the beginning of the 
year, and many holidays have come 
and gone while in quarantine. But 
can Halloween truly be celebrated 
while indoors, and isolated from 
friends and family? How will 
Roosevelt students make the most 
out of this “quarantine-ween?” 
 ‘[Halloween] is really 
important to me,” said sophomore 
history/english major Alyssa Stilley. 
“This year I was Wendy Torrence 
from The Shining. I have always 
been a Halloween fanatic and my 
favorite part typically was wearing 
a costume that I was really proud 

of and that I could show to other 
people.”
 Halloween costumes often 
come with a sense of pageantry, and 
a motivation to show off to others, 
but the medium of showing off 
costumes will have to be different 
this year. Stilley said, “I won’t be 
able to go somewhere with a lot of 
people to see everyone’s costumes, 
which is another highlight for me. 
Luckily we have Instagram to do it 
this year.” 
 Stilley is not the only one not 
giving up on Halloween. Sophomore 
Maya Wenc is upholding the 
romantic side of the holiday: “I am 
going as a cowboy couple with my 
boyfriend, and we will be staying in, 
watching some spooky movies, and 
drinking apple cider.” She added that 
she is not letting COVID-19 ruin her 
costume plans, since her “only plans 

are staying home.” 
 Unfortunately, some people 
are not feeling too spooky this year. 
Sophomore history major Alexis 
Pollozzi is not planning on whole-
heartedly participating in Halloween 
celebrations. “With everything being 
so isolated and confusing, I decided 
not to go all out this Halloween,” she 
said. “Usually me and my friends 
group together in costumes but with 
being home and away from all of 
them I cannot this year.”
 It seems as if some Roosevelt 
students are trying their hardest 
to make the most out of their 
quarantined holiday. Stilley discusses 
her adjusted Halloween plans, 
saying, “I’ll be in my dorm dressed 
up with my roommates with lots of 
candy and a scary movie marathon!” 
Others, such as Pollozi, are having a 
hard time finding the motivation to 

be a part of the merriment.
 Can Halloween truly be 
celebrated with everyone separated? 
Does it require trick-or-treating? 
Or partying? History major Trent 
Bremmer does not think so. “Even 
though it might be different than 
we’re used to...we can still embrace 
the spirit and aesthetic of the holiday 
and dress up- as well as meet with 
friends virtually.”
 While Halloween will 
undoubtedly be strange this year, 
the student body of Roosevelt will 
not let the holiday pass without 
some sort of acknowledgement. 
Be it staying in with your friends 
or significant other, having a scary 
movie marathon, experimenting with 
costumes and makeup, or just eating 
a few pieces of candy, Halloween 
appears to be in no way cancelled. 

ROOSEVELT 

Alyssa Stilley dressed up as Wendy from “The Shining” Photo courtesy of Instagram user @aerosmithlyss.
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 “It’s exhausting to attend 
classes online, complete assignments 
online and, for me at least, work 
online,” said Dyanna Tello, a junior 
finance major ”After spending so 
much time staring at a computer for 
2.5 hour classes, attending virtual 
events seems draining.”
 Zoom exhaustion is a very 
real experience for students like Tello. 
Most event organizers are very aware 
of this reality and work very hard 
to make the events as engaging and 
worthwhile for students. 
 “It’s understandable that 
students don’t want to join an event 
and sit in front of their computer for 
an additional hour, on top of their 
five or six classes they might be 
taking,” explained Jazlyne Alvarado, 
a business management major and 
Roosevelt University’s collaboration 
and outreach coordinator for the 
student programming for enrichment, 
enlightenment, and development 
(SPEED). “It can take a toll on you. 
But we do promise our events are fun 
and worth your time. I think students 
should just give it a chance!” 
 Another potential downfall 
in the eyes of some students are all 
of the technical difficulties that come 
with using online formats.
 “I watched a movie with 
friends once over zoom but it was 
so laggy that none of us enjoyed it,” 
stated Koeppen. “Zoom doesn’t allow 
for multiple conversations and the lag 
is awful, so I choose to spend as little 
time as possible on it.”
 Even though virtual events 
may not be ideal for some students, 
others have observed that the people 
involved can change the trajectory of 
the event. 
 “The success relies heavily 
on the attendees and their enthusiasm 
about the event, so it’s hit or miss and 
hard to predict,” said Kennedy Gale, a 
sophomore biology major.
 Another factor to take into 

 With Roosevelt University 
switching to mostly online classes for 
the fall semester, it’s no surprise that 
clubs and organizations have turned to 
virtual activities as well. 
 However, students are feeling 
mixed when it comes to the virtual 
events. 
 “I’ve been hesitant to attend 
virtual events since I’ve been home 
because my sense of ‘community’ is 
fulfilled by my family members and 
friends at home. I need to get out of 
the house instead of spending more 
hours in my bedroom on zoom,” said 
Grace Koeppen, a junior integrated 
marketing communications major. “I 
only seeked out events when I lived 
on campus as an excuse to get out of 
my dorm and socialize.”
 While some may students 
prefer to go outdoors, others said they 
appreciate the connections they are 
able to form with new people during 
the events since there are plenty 
of ways to communicate with one 
another on zoom. 
 “You can also attend events 
from all around the world and 
therefore meet people from all over 
as well,” explained Sophia Gallo, a 
junior sociology major. “My favorite 
part is probably the chat feature 
too. It’s a little less intimidating to 
contribute like that.”
 Students like Gallo said they 
believe that the features zoom offers, 
such as the chat feature, provides 
a good opportunity for people to 
participate that are otherwise nervous 
to engage with others during events. 
 “Virtual events are accessible! 
If you need to show up a bit late or 
leave early, it’s easy to do so without 
causing interruption,” said Gallo. 
“Lots of the time they even offer 
recordings of the events afterwards, 
which is great if you can’t make it.”
 While there are a few benefits 
to virtual events, some students said 
they find them to be very taxing.

consideration when it comes to 
the success of a virtual event is the 
marketing that goes with it. 
 “I think the main thing I can 
say to improve the events is to post 
on more socials to get it out there,” 
said Christina Snee, a sophomore 
psychology major, “I feel like every 
event I liked and would go to is 
already over by the time I see it.” 
 In addition to marketing for 
events, another way to make events 
more accessible to students that do 
not like zoom is to have a mixture 
of in person and virtual events if 
possible. 
 SPEED has figured out a way 
to put on a number of events that do 
have an in person portion to it and is 
also Covid-friendly. 
 “We have had a mixture of 
in person and virtual. But for the in 
person events, it’s more of a grab and 

go,” said Alvarado. “For example, 
we had our Build-a-Bear event. They 
were already packaged with the 
stuffing and you were able to pick 
your bear and stuff it at home.”
 The overall satisfaction when 
it comes to virtual events are quite 
mixed. Although not all students are 
excited to attend more events online, 
some like Gallo still feel like it is 
important to continue to offer these 
events to students. 
 “I really like events where 
you’re being led through an activity 
you can participate in from home,” 
said Gallo. “I attended a virtual life 
drawing class that was hosted in the 
UK that was so fun and cool because 
it didn’t feel much different than if 
it were in person and I was able to 
connect with new people.”

RU reacts to virtual events
by Karina Aguilar / Staff Reporter

ROOSEVELT 

With over 50 student organizations, students have plenty of opportunities to find 
clubs or events that interest them. Photo courtesy of Unsplash. 
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Season preview: women’s soccer emerges as premier conference contenders
by Santino Torres / Staff Reporter

definitely not the number of people 
on a team that I’m used to,” said 
Diaz. “RMU has a lot of talented 
girls that will be key players for our 
upcoming season.” 
 Robert Morris finished 11-
7-1 last season with an 8-4 CCAC 
conference record. They advanced 
to the CCAC semifinals before they 
were eliminated by Olivet Nazarene.
 “I was surprised when we 
found out about the merger, but we 
hadn’t had the best season prior to 
this, and they did, so it just meant 
more talent merging together,” 
Garcia said. “I’m really excited. 
The idea of merging two schools 
with such talented players coming 
together to make one is crazy. I feel 
like that only happens in movies.”
 With more prolific goal 
scorers added to the roster, Roosevelt 
is stacked at the forward position. 
Garcia and Rodriguez, along 
with junior Lexy Langloss, had a 
combined 24 goals between the three 
of them last season. 
 “Now, it’s coming together, 
figuring out who plays the best 
together,” coach Czop said. “Having 
that depth and that strength is going 
to be very important leading into our 
spring season. We’ll have the ability 
to use many different people. We can 
take advantage of that by rotating 
some players out.”
 Coach Czop emphasizes that 
the forward position is not the only 
area where the Lakers have gotten 
stronger. “I think we’re strong and 
deep in every positional sense,” 
Coach Czop said. 
 For instance, Diaz, Christidis 
and Gomez will test the depth at 
midfield for schools like Trinity 
International, Trinity Christian, 
and Olivet Nazarene. Also, Mather 
sophomore Johana Camargo is 

and last year’s CCAC Freshman of 
the Year Gabi Christidis made the 
All-CCAC first team, while junior 
Sarai Gomez made the All-CCAC 
second team.
 “They’re all three talented 
players, and leaders in their own 
way on the field,” said the new 
head coach, who spent the last four 
years in charge of the Eagles. “It’s 
how they gel together, as a unit and 
individually, on the field and in 
training.”
 “Last year, facing Robert 
Morris, Gabi Christidis scored the 
game-winning goal for them,” said 
senior marketing major and Lakers 
winger Julie Garcia, who led last 
year’s Lakers with four goals. “She’s 
a great skilled player, she’s definitely 
another threat.”
 Diaz and Garcia described 
initial sentiments of shock and 
excitement with the offseason 
changes.
 “We almost doubled in 
number of girls in the program 
since last year, which is amazing, but 

New Roosevelt Head Coach Tom Czop awaits the final whistle in a Robert Morris 2-0 
victory over Trinity International. Photo by Robert Morris University Athletics Archives.

coming off a six-goal season, while 
junior Claire Asmus continues to 
improve by the game. 
 “We definitely all understand 
how important it is to come together 
as one unit in order to have success 
in the upcoming season,” Diaz said. 
“With the few practices we’ve had, 
the environment has been great. 
Everyone works hard, but we still 
have fun while getting to know each 
other.”
 As the Roosevelt women’s 
soccer program emerges from the 
integration as perennial contenders 
in the CCAC, everyone is still 
having fun playing the game while 
acknowledging what’s at stake this 
season.
 “One thing I always want 
my teams and players to have 
incorporated in practice and games 
is to still have fun,” coach Czop said. 
“That’s why they started playing it. 
That’s why they continue to play it. I 
want them to come to training and 
games with a level of excitement and 
look forward to it.”
 The Roosevelt Lakers 
women’s soccer team opens CCAC 
conference play at home against 
the St. Xavier Cougars on Feb. 20 at 
Morris Field in Arlington Heights. 
For her senior season, Garcia feels a 
sense of urgency to leave it all out on 
the pitch.
 “I feel like anyone being a 
senior this year, you get this urgency 
of making it your best season yet 
and leaving it all on the field because 
this is it, your last shot at winning a 
title,” Garcia said. “From day one, I 
have felt that my teammates are fully 
aware of how much potential this 
team has, and we are all determined 
to win.” 

ROOSEVELT 

 After Roosevelt’s integration 
with Robert Morris, the women’s 
soccer team has evolved into an 
elite contender in the Chicagoland 
Collegiate Athletic Conference 
(CCAC).
 “Last year, we had a lot 
of focus on growth,” said Lorena 
Diaz, senior accounting major and 
midfielder for the Lakers. “With my 
new teammates, I am really excited 
to play some of the best teams in our 
league. I believe we will have more 
competitive games against these 
opponents.”
 Former Robert Morris Head 
Coach Tom Czop takes over this 
season and brings with him over 
22 years of experience to a women’s 
soccer program that now finds itself 
thrust into CCAC contention. The 
Eagles were annual contenders with 
Czop at the helm. 
 Czop will also have his three 
All-CCAC players returning for the 
upcoming season. Senior Marbella 
Rodriguez, who finished third among 
all CCAC goal scorers with 13 goals, 

SPORTS
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SPORTSRU Women’s basketball’s new normal
by Andrea Lee / Staff Reporter

 The ongoing spread of 
Covid-19 has put nearly the entire 
world into a lockdown, causing 
students to go from classrooms to 
Zoom calls. 
 On March 12, 2020, 
Roosevelt University decided to 
suspend not only in-person classes 
but also all athletic activities for the 
remainder of the semester. As the 
circumstances of last semester carry 
into this one, there is one group of 
students who have been impacted 
in particular: student athletes. Both 
first-time and more seasoned student-
athletes are tasked with adapting to 
remote classes while continuing with 
outside practices.
 Junior integrated marketing 
major Nicole Poole’s first year at 
Roosevelt University has not been 
the traditional college experience. 
Poole stated that the pandemic has 
brought forth challenge. Poole said, 
 “The pandemic has made 
turning in assignments another 
homework kind of a struggle. It’s 
harder to grasp that information 
online rather than being face to face 

in a classroom.”
 Freshman early childhood 
education and special education 
major Shawna Conger, like many 
students, said the pandemic has 
made learning difficult. “I’m a 
hands-on person so not being able 
to actually go to class or have a 
professor directly in front of me 
to help when needed is difficult,” 
Conger said.  
 “It has been tough being a 
student-athlete during this pandemic 
because it makes me rely more 
on myself and have more self-
motivation. It has made me a lot 
more independent.”
 Although this new online 
format has been challenging, some 
students are finding the bright side. 
Poole said, “The pandemic has 
affected a lot, but I think the one 
thing it’s affected the most is being 
a student athlete. I like that all my 
classes are on my computer because 
it makes it more time manageable 
and I’m sure others can agree!”
 Roosevelt University’s 
women’s basketball team returned 

After their last season was suspended due to Covid-19, women’s basketball is back. Photo 
courtesy of Roosevelt University.

to practice on Oct. 21 with new 
guidelines. Poole said, “Practice 
is tricky with wearing a mask! It’s 
definitely a shift but we have to work 
with what we got! I’m just happy to 
be back in the gym.”
 With the addition of masks, 
smaller group sizes and outside 
practices for a normally indoor 
sport-- students are seeing these new 
adjustments as only small hurdles in 
comparison.
 Freshman graphic design 
major Zoe Tucker said, “COVID-19 
has affected when and how long 
we can stay in the gym at one time. 
We can’t have an open gym every 
day or come in when we need to get 
shots up. Wearing a face mask while 
working out and during practices is 
a struggle because of how much we 
run and sweat. It’s sometimes hard to 
catch your breath during practice.”
 With the women’s basketball 
team geared up to start games in 
December, there is some confusion 
about what this new season will look 
like.
 Freshman biology major 

Rachel Peterson said,“I think there is 
still going to be a lot of uncertainty 
throughout the entirety of the season, 
and that we’ll just have to go with 
the flow. With that being said, I 
hope everyone stays healthy, so we 
are able to proceed with the season 
safely.” 
 Although the season has 
changed, the team’s collective love 
for the sport has not.
 Freshman early childhood 
education major Gabby Beggs 
said, “I think since COVID-19 has 
happened, it has increased my love 
for the sport. Although we haven’t 
been in the gym playing for months, 
it made me miss the feeling of an 
everyday habit.”
 With the season set to start 
in December, it seems as though the 
team is more determined than ever. 
“As an athlete, I don’t think you let 
difficult situations hold you back 
from achieving things you want to 
achieve, but rather motivate you to 
work at those things when given the 
opportunity.” 
 

“I think since COVID-19 has 
happened, it has increased 

my love for the sport. 
Although we haven’t been in 
the gym playing for months, 
it made me miss the feeling 
of an everyday habit,” said 

Beggs. 



8

ARTS & CULTURE

 Youtube star and Internet 
entertainer Noel Miller has taken a 
more serious — and notably solo — 
turn in his music career, dropping his 
EP “Push” at midnight on Oct. 30. 
The EP has five tracks: “Lennon’s 
Ghost,” “Sunbeam,” “Head Sunk,” 
“Crow,” and “Bus Back.”
      A first full listen of the EP — 
which was produced by Spock, 
with guitar and bass performed by 
Tom Ryan — reveals a much more 
intimate, serious tone than any of 
his collaborative music with Cody 
Ko in their musical duo, “Tiny Meat 
Gang.” It’s akin to the styles of Joji 
and Dominic Fike, with strong focus 
on voice and lyrics and relatively 
low-fi music pulsating in a solid beat 
in the background. It’s simple, and 
it’s good. Miller is playing to his 
strengths in this new music, keeping 
his signature husky rap flow at the 
forefront of the tracks. 
      Miller, right-hand man of social 

media comedian Cody Ko, is no 
stranger to lyricism and music 
engineering. The pair started their 
comedy music group, dubbed “Tiny 
Meat Gang (TMG)” in 2017, and 
have gained more traction than 
originally anticipated (considering 
that they claim it began as a jab at 
another Youtuber, Jake Paul, and his 
rap career) with 1,971,371 monthly 
streams on Spotify. Their latest 
singles, Sophia and Broke B****, 
in particular have gained traction, as 
both songs have become popular on 
TikTok and other social media apps. 
      Additionally, Miller has released 
solo singles in the past, such as 
“Motor Yola” and “Wood Worm,” 
both of which made their rounds on 
social media. With his 1.3 million 
Instagram followers and 1.8 million 
subscribers on Youtube, it isn’t 
difficult to get his work   
some traction. 
     A long-game plan to gain fans 

Noel Miller, Youtuber, currently has 1.8 million Youtube subscribers, according to 
statsmash.com. Photo courtesy of marriedceleb.com. 

“Push” by Noel Miller proves we may need to take him seriously
by Jules Banks / Editor-in-Chief 

through social media comedy 
routines, only to reveal a much more 
serious music career blossoming, is 
a clever idea, and Miller definitely 
isn’t the first Youtuber to do it. Joji, 
mentioned above, once masqueraded 
under the name Filthy Frank and 
pulled shocking stunts on camera 
for views before diving into the 
music scene. Troye Sivan gained 
followers through solo vlogs 
and collaborations with bigger 
Youtubers before releasing “Blue 
Neighborhood,” which shot him into 
stardom. Even  some A-list stars like 
Justin Bieber started on Youtube. 
        It’s sometimes hard, throughout 
the EP, to remember to take Miller 
seriously, as the man that is currently 

rapping lyrics such as “Head sunk, 
six in the trunk / Rev’ in the cage, 
make it do stunts,” is the same man 
whose fame was jump-started by a 
viral vine of him smoldering at the 
camera saying, “It’s ya boy, Skinny 
Penis.” However, if anything was to 
lay the groundwork for Miller for a 
larger rap career, this EP would be 
it. It’s clear he isn’t kidding in this 
EP, and with time, I would definitely 
not be surprised to see him climbing 
the charts. He’s got the perfect 
combination for success: raw talent, 
the right connections, and a large, 
flexible fan base. 

8 out of 10 torches.

“Push” album cover. Photo courtesy of genius.com.
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Sound off: The Torch’s pick of favorite quarantine activities 
 Last March, the world was thrown into lockdown as medical experts fought to contain the novel coronavirus. Despite the continuous horrors of 2020, people found 
ways to make the best of stay-at-home orders. For now, most of the world has returned to semi-normalcy. But here are some of our favorite quarantine activities as we 
reflect on one of the strangest times of our lives, and perhaps prepare for yet another lockdown.

Binge watching reality TV by Andrea Lee 
As someone who personally loves spending time cozied up with an 
addictive TV show, I can personally say I spent a great amount of this 
lockdown rewatching old favorites like “Supernanny” and all the wonder 
that is the “90 Day Fiance” franchise. I also discovered new reality shows 
like Netflix’s cringe-inducing hit “Too Hot to Handle” and the return of 
MTV’s “16 and Pregnant.” What better way to escape our current reality 
than to turn your brain off and indulge in mind-numbing TV?

Exploring the city by Amanda Landwehr
When the mandtory stay-at-home order was implemented in London (where 
I was living at the time), I thought of it as a good opportunity to get outside 
and see the city. Initially, I was too optimistic. Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
stated that people could only leave their homes for up to an hour. However, 
this rule was lifted in early May. So, when I got the chance, I dragged my 
flatmate across the city. We watched the sunset in Regent’s Park, visited an 
unusually quiet Abbey Road, ate fish ‘n’ chips in Hyde Park and walked the 
streets of Soho. Honestly? My quarantine in London wasn’t half bad.

Reading by Ayumi Davis
It had been a minute since I avidly read for pleasure. And by a minute, I 
mean since I was in high school. Thus, with quarantine, I found myself 
with plenty of time to reacquaint myself with some books. It gave me the 
opportunity to read novels that had been on my list for a while, and I finally 
had the chance to discover some new genres to dive into. I’m a sucker for 
YA novels so there was plenty of drama, adventure, love triangles, betrayals 
and just some plain awesome badassery.

Playing basketball by Santino Torres
When Indiana began slowly reopening parks to the public, Chicago 
hoopers took to the streets of Porter County, then Lake County in Indiana 
a week later to satisfy their desire for basketball in the absence of the NBA. 
During this time, I preferred smaller, more deserted parks to practice social 
distancing. Playing basketball in a small Portage, Indiana park with only 
a handful of my friends ensured we could still have fun playing the game 
we love while at the same time practicing and following safety protocols as 
recommended by health officials.

Decorating your space by Jules Banks 
Nothing is a better distraction than little creative tasks. From March to now, 
I’ve been doing weekly artsy projects, whether it’s painting interpretations 
of the skyline and hanging it on the wall or decorating my room with an 
array of plants, new shelves and posters. Creating a comfortable, unique 
space for myself over the course of the quarantine has made staying inside 
more bearable, as well as getting to push my creative side in ways that I 
haven’t done before. 

Playing video games by Mohammad Samra 
Pandemic or not, I always find myself firmly glued to my Playstation 4 
during my free time. I often play games like Rocket League or various Call 
of Duty titles online with the same group of friends I’ve had since high 
school. Despite social distancing, our chaotic Playstation party chats often 
make it feel like we’re in the same room. Some of my fondest memories 
have stemmed from random 2 a.m. gaming sessions, and I often turn to 
gaming to alleviate a lot of my stress.

Photo courtesy of freestocks on Unsplash.

Photo courtesy of Jouel Muniz on Unsplash.
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“The Trial of the Chicago 7:” A timely ride back to the 60’s
by Ayumi Davis / Roosevelt Editor
 Director Aaron Sorkin’s 

Director Aaron Sorkin’s “The Trial 
of the Chicago 7,” released by 
Netflix on Sept. 25, tells a timely 
tale of protests, politics and raw 
humanity through the big screen.

 The movie is based on 
the true story of the trial of Tom 
Hayden, Rennie Davis, Abbie 
Hoffman, Jerry Rubin, David 
Dellinger, Professor John Froines, 
Professor Lee Weiner and Bobby 
Seale. They are played by Eddie 
Redmayne, Alex Sharp, Sacha 
Baron Cohen, Jeremy Strong, John 
Carroll Lynch, Daniel Flaherty, Ben 
Shankman and Yahya Abdul-Mateen 
II, respectively. 

 All eight were tried for 
criminal conspiracy and crossing 
state lines to start a riot in Chicago 
in 1968. They were originally 
known as the “Chicago Eight,” but 
Seale’s case was separated, and the 
remaining defendants were dubbed 
the “Chicago Seven.”

 Hayden and Davis 
were leaders of the Students 
of Democratic Society (SDS), 
Hoffman and Rubin the leaders of 
the Youth of International Parties 
(a.k.a the “Yippies) and Dellinger 

the organizer of the Mobilization 
Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam (MOBE). Froines and 
Weiner were not as involved and 
Seale, the leader of the Black 
Panthers, hadn’t even participated in 
the riots. 

 The Chicago Seven and 
thousands of others, over 10,000 
to be exact, were peacefully 
protesting the Vietnam War in 
summer 1968. They were trying to 
protest in front of the Democratic 
National Convention but were 
denied the permits, and were met 
with 12 thousand police officers 
armed with batons and tear gas, 
five thousand U.S. Army soldiers 
and five thousand members of the 
Illinois National Guard. The trial 
that followed in 1969 was anything 
but fair.

 Overall, I thought the movie 
was an interesting and timely watch. 
It tugged at the right heartstrings 
and made me clearly understand 
the disadvantage that the legal 
defendants and protesters had 
in this trial. This is more starkly 
characterized in the moment that 
Judge Julius Hoffman gagged 
Seale and chained him to a chair 

for questioning to cross-examine 
a witness and calling the judge a 
racist (though, in the movie, he is 
told to “strongly f---” himself).

 The beginning of the film 
did a good job of introducing the 
Chicago Seven (and Seale) as the 
group unified to plan the protest. 
However, as soon as they plan to 
go Chicago, the movie jumps to the 
beginning of the trial. The events 
slowly unfold throughout the trial 
as audiences piece together what 
happened in Chicago. 

 While this works to provide 
background for the questions and 
actions brought up at the trial, this 
time skip is slightly confusing for 
viewers as they are forced to jump 
forward into the meat of the story 
with little to no context.

 Some parts of the movie 
are dramatized in order to make it 
more entertaining, such as agent 
Daphne O’Connor (played by 
Caitlin Fitzgerald) going undercover 
and romancing Rubin. This subplot 
was added for drama, but her story 
seemed unnecessary. It wasn’t as if 
O’Connor was an integral part to 
the story, but rather a passing detail 
lasting maybe five minutes that did 

almost nothing for the development 
of the Chicago 7. 

 The only thing O’Connor 
helped was to emphasize the 
amount of police officers that 
went undercover as protestors. 
Little moments like this made the 
complex story more complicated 
to me, and keeping track of each 
character within an already big cast 
forced me to play a sort of mental 
gymnastics. 

  Unsurprisingly, the shining 
star of the show was Baron Cohen. 
The role of Hoffman showed his 
versatility as an actor, maybe even 
more so than his recently-released 
“Borat 2.” Baron Cohen’s big 
moment comes during the last 
cross-examination scene, his final 
statement being, “I’ve never been 
on trial for my thoughts before.”

 Eddie Redmayne was a 
close runner-up. His chemistry 
with Baron Cohen allowed the 
audience to really feel the tension in 
thoughts and ideas between the two 
men. The only qualm I have about 
Redmayne is that he seemed a bit 
too old to play his role, considering 
that Hayden was 29 during the time 
of the trial and Redmayne is nearly 
40. There isn’t much attention paid 
to the fact that his character was 
so young, though it does little to 
detract from Redmayne’s otherwise 
stellar performance.

  “The Trial of the Chicago 
7” slightly relies on clichéd 
“inspirational movie” tropes, but 
the fantastic acting and a few 
unforgettable moments made it just 
enough so that the film doesn’t take 
away from the cultural significance 
of the 1968 protests and an 
unarguably vicious trial.

 
7 out of 10 torches.

“The Trial of the Chicago 7” was released on Sept. 25. Photo Courtsey of WBUR.


