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 Natasha Robinson is 
a criminal justice professor at 
Roosevelt University. Prior 
to her time at Roosevelt, she 
was a practicing criminal law 
attorney and continues to bring 
her experiences with her to the 
classroom.
 Robinson explained that 
her desire to seek a career in 
criminal law stemmed partially 
from something called “law day” 
at her local church. It allowed 
children around her community 
to spend the day with legal 
professionals and see law in 
action. 
 She highlighted the 
importance of seeing physical 
representations of people that 
resembled her within the legal 

by Karina Aguilar / Staff Reporter
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Natasha Robinson: a professor dedicated to breaking down 
barriers and empowering students

Natasha Robinson, assistant teaching professor of criminal justice. 
Photo courtesy of roosevelt.edu.

field when she was young, as she 
said that “you can’t be what you 
haven’t seen.” 
 After completing school 
at Chicago State University, 
Robinson was a public defender 
for 12 ½ years. Robinson left the 
public defender’s office to work 
for Chicago Public Schools and 
teach children about the law.
 “What made me leave 
[the public defender’s office] was 
that I saw trends of my clients 
getting young but being charged 
with adult offenses more—
after they made statements 
or confessions but could not 
explain to me what it meant 
to them legally,” explained 
Robinson. “So I said if I could 
leave the courtroom and go to 

the classroom, I could empower 
people with legal knowledge 
before it is too late.”
 “Before having legal 
knowledge, you’re impoverished 
in a way— and I feel that it 
is my calling to reduce and 
completely eliminate those who 
are impoverished or who do not 
have access to that knowledge,” 
said Robinson.
 After working for CPS 
for six years, Robinson said 
she found out she was pregnant 
and decided to move out of the 
city. She could not work with 
Chicago Public Schools anymore 
because teachers must live 
within the city limits, so that led 
to her beginning her journey at 
Roosevelt University in the fall 
of 2018.
 Robinson said she 
wanted to be a professor for a 
while, but she did not think she 
was good enough for the job. It 
was not until she realized that 
she could just show students 
what practicing law is like in 
real life— and back up that 
knowledge with different 
theories—that she realized that 
she could do it. She said it was 
important to her to create strong 
connections with her students 
without feeling constricted or 
tied to a textbook.
 “Professor Robinson 
is committed to building 
and sharing knowledge as a 
collaborative effort to create 
a more just world for all of 
us,” said Jeannine Love,  
associate professor of public 
administration and director of 
political science. “She is brilliant, 
creative, empathetic, and honest. 
These are the characteristics that 

allow for authentic connection, 
and that is something at which 
she excels.”
 Robinson said she prides 
herself on being able to form 
interdependent relationships 
with her students where they 
are able to talk as equals instead 
of making her classroom 
hierarchical. She feels that it 
allows students to be comfortable 
sharing while also making them 
feel seen, heard and valued. 
 She also said she also 
appreciates the freedom and 
creativity she has as a professor 
since it allows her to help her 
students foster connections to the 
material she is teaching. 
 “If a person does not feel 
a connection to what they are 
learning, to me it is a waste of 
time. They will not talk about or 
share what they are learning,” 
said Robinson. “I feel that in 
my classes I need to be able 
to align the content with life 
circumstances and therein lies the 
sweet spot for someone to learn.”
 In addition to helping 
students connect to the material 
she is teaching, Robinson said 
that she also prioritizes making 
her classroom a safe space to 
encourage participation.
 “Students love her mock 
trials. I was able to participate 
in one as part of the jury,” said 
Dr. LaDonna Long, associate 
professor of criminal justice and 
chair of the Criminal Justice 
College for Professional Studies. 
“Students had to present the case 
as either a prosecutor, defense 
attorney or witness. This is an 
invaluable learning experience 
for students who wish to continue 
their education in law.”
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 “Professor Robinson is so 
honest in the way that she teaches 
and I love that about her,” explained 
Miranda Gomez, a sophomore 
psychology major. “She tells us 
the textbook definitions and then 
elaborates on how these situations 
would and have played out in a 
real life scenario, which gives 
me a deeper understanding of the 
material.”
 Professor Robinson said that 
she encourages her students to take 
whatever knowledge they learn from 
her classes and pass it on to others. 
She also said she firmly believes that 
learning and education is all about 
sharing the wealth of knowledge.
 “It is also about realizing that 
the experiences you already have are 
valuable to your learning, we just 
have to reorient what you already 
know,” said Robinson. 
 Robinson also emphasized 
how important it is to communicate 

Legaleaze Please’s new logo, designed by Dr. Irie Session. Photo courtesy of Legaleaze Please’s Instagram page. 

with professors about what you are 
going through since there is still a 
pandemic. She explained how she 
and most of her colleagues want to 
help take the weight and pressure 
off of their students— but reminded 
students that their professors cannot 
read minds.
 When Robinson is not in 
the classroom, she is also working 
on her online platform  
 “Legaleaze, Please!”—a 
page dedicated to decoding and 
explaining cases in the news and TV 
in simple terms.
 Robinson explained that 
legalese is a term that basically 
means there is a formal conversation 
between two or more legal 
professionals—which is naturally 
hierarchical because it seeks to 
disenfranchise and exclude others 
from their conversations— rather 
than empower them or explain 
things in a way others may 

understand.
 “I believe we need to start 
to figure out how we can use legal 
language in a way that liberates—
instead of oppressing—so that 
language can be used to talk to 
you instead of above you,” said 
Robinson. 
 “Legaleaze, Please!” 
is another way for Robinson 
to continue to distribute legal 
knowledge in an understandable way 
by discussing previous cases and 
answering any questions people may 
have in reference to those cases.
 “[‘Legaleaze, Please!’] is 
a testament to her creativity and 
expertise, and to her commitment 
to sharing her knowledge in ways 
that make the world of criminal 
justice accessible to everyone,” said 
Love. “I have learned a lot from her 
episodes!”
 Despite all of Robinson’s 
accomplishments, she explained that 

her biggest accomplishment yet is 
being a mother.
 “My biggest accomplishment 
is being a mother because that 
was the accomplishment I didn’t 
see coming once I got to 40,” said 
Robinson. 
 “I don’t ever want my 
daughter to get the leftovers of me. I 
want her to get just as much energy 
and passion I give my student,” 
said Robinson. In order to be her 
mom and a professor I have to set 
boundaries and make sure that my 
weekends belong to her. She makes 
me a better person—I am her student 
and she is my teacher.”
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Alumni on pointe: Sarah Geocaris Working at Joffrey Ballet
by Kel Faherty / Staff Reporter

 Roosevelt University has 
made it a priority to encourage 
the showcase of alumni work.  
On the performing arts website, 
a multitude of alumni and their 
biggest involvements are listed. 
Following a successful line of 
former students, Sarah Geocaris 
recently joined Joffrey Ballet as the 
Assistant Director of Annual Giving. 
She attended Roosevelt University 
within the music conservatory as 
an aspiring opera singer. Joffrey, 
a world-renowned ballet studio 
that has been around for 65 years, 
showcases a number of highly 
successful ballets and performances.
Through the pandemic, Joffrey 
Ballet has left its doors open to new 
possibilities.
 “It has definitely been 
difficult,” Geocaris said. “I was 
fortunate. I have been working in 
the arts. At the beginning of the 
pandemic, I was working at Lyric 
Opera. It was devastating to see 
colleagues furloughed and watch 
performances close.”
 This narrative is common 
these days according to Geocaris 
–– but she took the new opportunity 
at Joffrey. “It was the scariest thing 
to leave a place I loved so much and 
begin a new path at a new company, 
but if the pandemic has taught us 
anything, it is to take a chance.”
 Geocaris said, “I have always 
admired Joffrey. I don’t have rhythm 
but was an admirer of ballet. I 
always thought I would be an opera 
singer. Roosevelt taught me how to 
take on new passions, and Joffery 
came at the perfect time. I found a 
discount ticket one day, went to the 
ballet and something just clicked. I 
was just so enthralled.” 
 “Joffery’s mission is to bring 
inspired and creative dance to the 

city of Chicago,” said Geocaris. 
“It’s double-pronged because it is 
a company, yet also an academy. 
They do some of the best training in 
the world. It is warm, creative, and 
passionate.” 
 While Geocaris was able 
to leap into change, other artists 
may struggle with takeoff. “It 
can be challenging to reach out 
into different comfort zones as 
a young person,” Cate Monnin, 
a freshman advertising major at 
DePaul University said. “It is hard 
to be multifaceted because most of 
my effort is put into time oriented 
goals.”
 On the other hand, Avani Jha, 
a computer science freshman at The 
Ohio State University, came from 
a slightly different approach. “My 
major and my passion are different 
situations. I enjoy computer science 
but heavily work on my Spotify 
and my own handmade recording 
studio. I don’t think kids should be 
so limited.” 
 Not only does Jha keep up 
with both her major and her music, 
but she also writes poems when 
possible. “I am a person of many 
passions. Why choose just one thing 
to be ambitious over when there are 
millions of things for humans to 
infatuate themselves with?”
  Geocaris said that she 
wants to spread her advice to those 
beginning on their own paths, 
“Young artists should ask questions 
and step out of their comfort zone,” 
said Geocaris. “There is always this 
thought that says ‘What if I’m not 
good at this?’ The truth is that you 
probably are. Pick one thing that 
you love and explore the untouched 
aspects of it. It will always be worth 
it.”

FEATURE
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Roosevelt alumni Sarah Geocaris has recently begun a new position at The Joffrey
 Ballet in the midst of the pandemic. Photo courtesy of BIPOC Arts.

“Young artists should ask 
questions and step out of 
their comfort zone,”said 

Geocaris.
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Roosevelt softball’s strong February caps historic start

The Lakers defeated Bethel 20-2 in their season opener. Photo courtesy of the Roosevelt Lakers.

 The Roosevelt Lakers 
softball team is off to their best 
start in school history, winning 
seven of their first eight games 
of the season. The team had 
not been off to such a hot start 
since 2015 when they started the 
season 5-1. 
 In 2019, it took the Lakers 
27 games to pick up their seventh 
win. Last year, the fifth win of 
the season came 19 games in. 
This time around, Roosevelt has 
quickly reached both milestones 
after the opening eight-game 
stretch. 
 Entering into his fifth 
season at the helm for the Lakers, 
Roosevelt softball head coach 
Aaron Moore said, “This is the 
first time at the collegiate level 
where we’ve been able to start 
with such a great pace.”
 “It’s our best start in 
school history, so no one really 

at Roosevelt’s experienced some 
early success like this,” Moore 
added.
 Roosevelt opened their 
season playing all eight of their 
February games at The Dome 
in Rosemont, taking place over 
a three-day timespan with a 
doubleheader against Bethel 
and tripleheaders on back-to-
back days against Cleary and 
Concordia (MI).
  The Lakers showcased 
offensive firepower, clutch 
hitting, rock-solid pitching and 
resiliency during this stretch. 
While Roosevelt looked strong 
at all positions up and down the 
lineup, no Laker had the kind of 
February that sophomore pitcher 
Kate Sisson had to start off this 
season.
 Sisson filled the 
scoreboard up with goose egg 
after goose egg, sitting batters 

down one after another and only 
allowing three hits and a walk 
while plucking Bethel catcher 
Mattie Reese twice. Reese failed 
to register an official at-bat 
as she also drew Sisson’s lone 
walk. Sisson pitched a complete 
seven-inning game and threw a 
whopping 17 strikeouts as Bethel 
failed to get a hit until the fourth 
inning.
 “Even the hits she gave 
up weren’t hit hard. She was 
just really in control that whole 
game,” Moore said. “To see 
somebody mow people down 
like that is pretty impressive, no 
matter what level you’re on.”
 Sisson turned in one of 
the best outings by a Roosevelt 
pitcher ever in its entire history, 
dedicating the match in memory 
of her grandmother who had 
passed away before the season 
opener. “In The Dome, there’s 

this light far up above,” said the 
biology major. “When I would 
look up, I would just think of her 
and it kind of kept me motivated 
to have a great game for her.”  
 Junior psychology major 
Kassie Kawka broke the scoreless 
tie in the fifth inning when her 
one-out double brought home 
Samantha Norman, who was 
pinch-running for Rebecca 
Bluder. Aisley Njissang and Mia 
Signore would collect RBI triples 
in the next inning, with Signore 
later scoring on a wild pitch to 
give Roosevelt a 4-0 victory to 
open the season.
 The second game of 
the doubleheader was won in 
more than decisive fashion 
by the Roosevelt Lakers. They 
started this game the way they 
have started this season – with 
dominance. Roosevelt burst onto 
the scene with 10 runs in the first 
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Junior biology major Hailey Getz pitched five innings of one-run ball in the Feb. 
5 match against Cleary. Photo courtesy of the Roosevelt Lakers.

inning, starting off with Destini 
Nolan bringing home Anaisa 
Lozada and Jessica Schneider 
with a two-RBI single to center. 
Nolan capped off the scoring 
when she brought Schneider 
home again later in the inning, 
followed by Emily Berni’s two-out 
double that brought Nolan home 
as well for the tenth Roosevelt 
run of the game. 
 Nolan and catcher Eliza 
Belter both went two for three, 
with each collecting a double, 
two runs and three RBI’s apiece. 
Christina Snee hit a two-out, 
pinch-hit triple for Berni in the 
third inning that brought two 
more runs home. The final score 
was 20-2, with the game being 
called in the fifth inning.
 The Lakers swept the Feb. 

5 tripleheader against Cleary, 
once again soundly defeating 
their opponents in the first game 
as Roosevelt put up eight runs 
in five innings. Berni started the 
scoring with a two-out triple in 
the first inning. The two runs 
driven in from that triple were all 
Roosevelt needed as Sisson once 
again pitched another gem. She 
only allowed two hits – both to 
Cleary’s Ale Andrews – and had 
Cleary batters swinging out their 
cleats with 12 punchouts. After 
Amber Green came home in the 
fifth inning, the umpires called 
the game in favor of the Lakers, 
8-0.
 “Our hitters really stepped 
up and they were really energized 
from the day before,” Sisson said.  
 “My pitching coach, we 

kind of got the rhythm going 
from day one. On day two, we 
just kept it going, because she 
knew exactly what to call.”
 In the second game, the 
Lakers hit their first home run 
of the season in the third inning, 
with Schneider hitting a two-
out, two-run blast into left field 
over the wall, putting the Lakers 
up 2-0. Norman came in and 
got herself out of a fifth inning 
jam that started off with two 
runners on and nobody out. She 
ended the game picking up the 
save in three innings of work in 
Roosevelt’s 3-1 victory. 
 The third game saw 
Cleary jump to a 1-0 lead 
after three innings. However, 
Njissang’s one-out RBI-triple 
tied the game in the fourth 
inning. She was later brought 
home in the sixth inning when 
Signore’s one-out double broke 
the tie, also scoring Reyann 
Kruger in the process. Sisson 
came on for Hailey Getz during 
the sixth inning to seal the deal 
and pick up the 4-1 win to bring 
Roosevelt’s record to 5-0.
Roosevelt’s last three games were 
against Concordia (MI), with 
Sisson taking the mound for 
the opening match. She threw 
another complete game, giving 
up six hits and three earned runs 
and plucking one batter while 
striking out eight.
 “That was like my fourth 
game of the weekend, so I was 
pretty tired,” Sisson said. “I was 
just trying to keep going, but the 
more you pitch, you get tired.”
This type of performance would 
usually net a win for the Lakers. 
However, Njissang’s two-RBI 
ground rule double in the first 
inning were the only runs scored 
for Roosevelt in the opening 
game. Jada Stephenson’s score in 

the third inning set the stage for a 
Concordia (MI) rally in the fifth 
inning with Cardinals’ center 
fielder Sarah Tyrrell driving in 
two runs to give Concordia (MI) 
a 3-2 lead. Catcher Karley Kent 
led off the seventh inning with 
a solo shot into left field on the 
inning’s first pitch that finished 
off the scoring. Pitcher Lau 
Reichel struck out ten batters and 
gave up one earned run on four 
hits in the Cardinals’ 4-2 victory, 
giving Roosevelt its first loss of 
the season.
 “Coming off the previous 
two days, winning five in a row, 
to jump out 2-0, you’re kind 
of riding high, but we didn’t 
capitalize on that,” Moore said.  
“ You have to give a lot of 
credit to their pitcher. She was 
super talented. We had a hard 
time making adjustments to what 
she was throwing. Because of 
that, we had more strikeouts in 
that game.”
 Roosevelt was on the 
verge of losing back-to-back 
games when Kawka led off a 
seventh inning Lakers rally with 
a single to left field. After Belter 
struck out, Bluder then collected 
a base hit. An error in left field 
advanced Bluder to third base 
and brought Kawka home.
 “I had a lot of energy 
during that game,” Kawka said.  
 “When I stepped to the 
box, I just knew that I needed to 
get on base to start something off 
and get something going. I was 
pretty confident in the people 
behind me to get me in to score.” 
 With Schneider pinch-
hitting for Ashlyn Kitter and 
Sabrina Treccani filling back 
in for Bluder, Schneider got 
on base with a one-out single 
to shortstop. Concordia (MI) 
pitcher Kate Elias would come 
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Roosevelt’s Kassie Kawka slides in safely at home to win the game for the  Lakers in walk-off fashion, 5-4, over Concordia (MI) in nine innings. 
Photo by Santino Torres.

ROOSEVELT  

into the game in relief before 
throwing a wild pitch that 
advanced Schneider to third 
and sent Treccani home to bring 
Roosevelt within one. After a 
Lozada strikeout, Elias threw 
another wild pitch that Kent lost 
in the dirt, allowing Schneider a 
free pass home to tie the game. 
Signore’s strikeout immediately 
after the score sent the game to 
extras.
 In the ninth inning, 
Kawka once again got things 
going for the Lakers, leading off 
with a leftfield single. Hannah 
Mestan pinch-hit for Belter and 
made the ultimate sacrifice, 
bunting to advance Kawka to 
third base after the left fielder 
had moved up to second base the 
pitch before when Kent dropped 
the pitch, allowing her a free pass 
once again. The stage was then set 
for Treccani to deliver the game-
winning at-bat.

 “I saw my coach give 
the sign to her to lay down that 
bunt,” Kawka said. “I took my 
leadoff, and I knew when she got 
that bunt down, I was just going 
straight for home.”
 Treccani got the call to 
attempt a squeeze bunt, called as 
such when a runner is on third 
and attempting to score. With a 
count of one ball and two strikes, 
a foul ball in this instance would 
give the Cardinals their second 
out, as a foul ball on a two-strike 
bunt is called a third strike.
 “They had called a 
defensive meeting that batter. I 
knew that going in I was going 
to give Sabrina a chance to swing 
at least once,” Moore said. “They 
kind of moved all their infielders 
in and it makes it a little bit 
harder to bunt in that situation. 
I think I shocked everybody 
calling the squeeze with two 
strikes. Most importantly, we 

shocked the other team.” 
 Despite the pressure, 
Treccani delivered. She placed 
the bunt down in the perfect 
spot between the pitcher, catcher 
and first base. With Elias unable 
to get to the ball in time and 
Kent unable to place the tag, 
Kawka was safe at home, and the 
Lakers won the game in walk-off 
fashion, 5-4 after nine innings.
 Roosevelt’s latest game 
also saw them come from behind 
once again, with Tyrrell scoring 
in the third inning off an Abbi 
Begley one-out triple. However, 
Kawka would bring her heroics 
back onto the scene once again 
in the sixth inning. Her clutch 
one-out triple brought Kruger 
home to tie the game after Kruger 
subbed in as a pinch-runner for 
Njissang, who led off the inning 
with a base hit. Nolan’s single to 
left brought Kawka home, giving 
the Lakers a 2-1 lead. Getz then 

came on in the seventh inning 
and quickly forced the Cardinals 
to go three up, three down to 
shut the door for the save, giving 
Roosevelt its seventh win in eight 
games.
 “We just kept our energy 
going and we tried to keep a 
positive mindset and we didn’t 
let ourselves drop. We just tried 
to stay up and on each other the 
whole game,” Kawka said. “We 
just kept a strong mindset and 
picked each other up through 
all three games. It was pretty 
amazing how we pulled through 
and won those last two.”
 The Roosevelt Lakers 
softball team will soon take the 
field after a month of hibernation 
for their next match against 
Goshen College, with the 
doubleheader taking place 10 
a.m., March 8 at The Dome in 
Rosemont.

SPORTS
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Students prepare for warmer temperatures in Chicago

                        ROOSEVELT

by Raneen El-Barbarawi / Assistant Editor 
 As the sun shines 
brighter and more people are 
getting the chance to go outside, 
Roosevelt University students 
have discussed their hopes that 
Chicago’s weather will remain 
warm for the rest of the winter.
 Mhari McGhee, a 
junior integrated marketing 
communications major, said, “I 
am glad that it has been getting 
warmer out, but I hated the cold 
weather that we had a few weeks 
back. My favorite season is 
summer, and I hate the winter, so 
I have not been enjoying all the 
snow that we have gotten over 
the past few months.”
 Other students like Cait 
Kleinfelter, a freshman majoring 
in actuarial science, also said 
that she has been enjoying the 
warmer weather. “I love that 
the weather has been warmer 
recently. It makes it nicer to 
go outside. I love this kind of 
weather because it’s refreshing, 
gives me more motivation and 
feels like spring is coming soon.”
 Indeed, the weather has 
brought upon a spring warmup. 
According to the National 
Weather Service, Chicago’s 
weather reached up to 60 degrees 
on the final days of February. 
However, temperatures were 
expected to dip slightly on March 
1 with an expected low of 26 
degrees and winds hitting 12 
mph from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 Inside the walls of 
Roosevelt University, where 
the sun shone through the 
windows, integrated marketing 
communications sophomore 
Kamaria Grayson sat in the 
cafeteria trying to enjoy the 
warm weather before it got too 

cold. 
 “When it gets warmer, 
I want to take walks, visit 
amusement parks and do more 
fun outdoor activities,” she 
said. “As of right now, I don’t 
think it will be freezing or in the 
negatives, but it will be chilly.”
 “Once it gets warmer 
out, I plan to go on walks and be 
outside in the sun. I miss getting 
vitamin D and as someone 
who struggles with seasonal 
depression, I can't wait to sit out 
in the sun during the spring and 
summer,” said McGhee.
 In fact, recent studies 
showed that vitamin D is most 
necessary in the winter to fight 
infections. However, the majority 
of people get the least amount of 
vitamin D during this time. 
 Meanwhile, students were 
also confused about how to enjoy 
the last breath of warm weather 
before “Snowmageddon” 
continued to creep its way 
towards Chicago. 
 “The weather in Chicago 
is so unpredictable so I honestly 
have no clue if it's going to keep 
getting warmer from here on 
out. I really hope that we have a 
warm spring. If it snows again, 
I will definitely be upset,” said 
McGhee. 
 March weather so far 
represents a major change in the 
temperature compared to last 
month.   
     According to the Illinois State 
Climatology office, temperatures 
dropped to the negatives 
throughout the entire month 
of January, making it almost 
unbearable to step outside. 
However, the short-term forecast 
calls for continued above-

average temperatures for the first 
few days of March with a shift to 
more cooler conditions later on. 
 “I think the weather will 
be in or around the 40’s and 50’s 
for a while,” said Ahmed Salman, 
a freshman finance major. 
 “Chicago weather is 
weird. I’m from Ohio so I’m 
used to the cold, but the wind 
here is crazy,” said Kleinfelter. 
 However, other students 
who are originally from the 
Chicagoland area expressed 
their familiarity with Chicago’s 
changing temperatures. 
 “I love Chicago in the 
summer, but I hate Chicago in 
the winter. I love this city which 
is why I stay but it would be 
so nice if we didn't have such 
horrible winters,” said McGhee.
 “I enjoy Chicago weather 
because it is never constantly 
cold and never constantly hot. 
I’m glad the weather constantly 
changes so I don’t get tired of 
a certain type of weather,” said 
Salman, adding that he plans 
on doing outside activities such 
as playing basketball with his 

friends as the weather gets 
warmer. 
              According to the 
National Weather Service, 
temperatures will likely rise to 50 
degrees and above throughout the 
middle of March. 
 Therefore, as some 
Chicagoans prepare for the rise 
in warmer temperatures, students 
said that they dread the final 
days of winter and that they 
are excited about the upcoming 
spring-like temperatures. 
   “I hope the weather stays 
warm, but I have a feeling that 
it will fluctuate for a while until 
spring is in full swing,” said 
Kleinfelter.
 “I am not fond of the 
winter months, but one good 
thing about having such horrible 
winters in Chicago is that we 
appreciate the warm weather 
once it does come,” said 
McGhee. 
 Salman also spoke of his 
hopes to wear lighter clothing. 
 “I just hope it gets nice 
enough to go out in a hoodie and 
shorts every day,” he said.

FEATURE

Chicagoans headed to the lakefront on Feb. 23. Photo courtesy of Chicago Sun- 
Times.
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I’m walking my own stage

 No flashing cameras. No cap 
and gown. No ceremonies. I don’t 
need to hear my name called in May. 

 I’ve been looking forward to 
my college graduation since before I 
graduated high school. The past four 
years of my life have been geared 
toward finally reaching this moment, 
but I’ve recently realized how 
insignificant the moment itself really 
is to me. 

 My stage isn’t inside 
Roosevelt’s Auditorium Theatre, 
where many before me made that 
coveted walk. I’ve been building my 
stage from the minute I walked into 
the Wabash Building for the very 
first time in 2017. 

 My stage is in the unfinished 
basement of my Palos Hills house 
where I’ve forgone sleep countless 
times to attack the seemingly never 

ending pile of homework that 
awaited me after work. 

 My stage is on the stairs of 
the Metra trains, where I often fell 
asleep for 20 minutes in order to 
have some level of energy for my 
labor-intensive job at UPS after a 
tedious day downtown.

 My stage is inside of the 
53-foot feeder trailers I used to load 
myself and on the grass outside 
of the UPS facility in Bedford 
Park, Ill. where I nearly passed out 
after enduring another brutal day 
of school and work while fasting 
during Ramadan. 

 When I received the email 
from Roosevelt regarding the stage 
walk scheduled for late March, I 
simply shrugged to myself and went 
about my day. 

 I get emotional even thinking 

about what reaching the finish line is 
going to feel like, but March is way 
too soon to celebrate. No tears yet, 
not when there’s still work to do.     

 The foundation of my stage 
is built from life experiences I’ve 
used to launch me to unimaginable 
levels at this point of my collegiate 
career. For every time I was told I 
wasn’t good enough, I accomplished 
something significant. For every 
time my work ethic was questioned, 
I proved why it was unmatched. 

 For every person who tried 
to keep me down, change my 
narratives or question my character, 
I found a way to silence them all 
through success in all aspects of my 
life. Professor John W. Fountain 
once told me: “There’s no arguing 
against excellence.” 

 The floor of my stage 

consists of loss. I nearly lost my 
baby brother, Musa, in 2019, and 
watched Fabian Ortega, one of my 
best friends, pass away last July. I 
shed tears for both of them.

  Each tile is made up of 
sleepless nights where I questioned 
whether I had what it took to make it 
in journalism, or doubted my ability 
to connect with an audience because 
of how isolated I kept myself. 

  My stage is nearly finished, 
though I still have a small portion 
left to build — nobody wants to 
walk an incomplete stage. 

 I often daydream about 
holding my diploma for the first 
time when it arrives in the mail. I 
envision myself raising it as high 
as I could into the air, as if I were 
an athlete raising a championship 
trophy over my head for the first 
time. 

 I eagerly await tracing the 
letters of my name over and over 
again, letting my finger glide along 
the certificate as I question whether 
the moment is real or not. The 
weight attached to that weightless 
piece of paper is sometimes surreal 
to think about, because not everyone 
gets one of these. 

 When Roosevelt hosts their 
virtual graduation ceremony on 
May 7, I’ll be sound asleep in the 
comfort of my bed. My stage will be 
complete on the day my diploma is 
in my possession, and only then will 
I make that long awaited walk. 

 No flashing cameras. No cap 
and gown. No ceremonies. I don’t 
need to hear my name called in May.  

Photo courtesy of Unspash

by Mohammad Samra / Chicago Editor
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Claud’s “Super Monster” is full of super potential
by Aidan McGinty / Staff Reporter

 Up and coming indie-pop 
artist Claud recently put out their 
debut album,”Super Monster.” 
Fitting for a release so close to 
valentine’s day, “Super Monster” 
takes an honest and raw look at queer 
love through the lens of a non-binary 
artist from New York City. 

 This album is not only a 
big debut for Claud, but also for 
Grammy nominated emo-folk artist 
Phoebe Bridgers. “Super Monster” 
is the first album published under 
Bridgers’ new record label, Saddest 
Factory. Unlike Bridgers, however, 
Claud’s music veers more into 
upbeat indie pop, and over a 13-song 
tracklist, cautiously explores the 
genre. 

 While sonically lacking any 
experimentation, lyrically, Claud 
takes their listeners through heart-
wrenching and all too familiar 
experiences with love. The album 

opener “Overnight” serves as a 
proper mission statement, a breezy 
and sanguine song about falling in 
love “like a fool overnight.” 

 I’m not trying to imply that 
sonically, the album doesn’t measure 
up: it is full of subdued electric 
guitars, and bedroom-pop drums, 
reminiscent of some of the slower 
songs from Courtney Barnett’s 2015 
album, “Sometimes I Sit and Think 
and Sometimes I Just Sit.” 

 Claud’s strengths lie in their 
musical composition, which connect 
all 13 tracks together perfectly, each 
melody different, but all similarly 
satisfying and easy to sway to.

 It’s not all happy and rose-
colored, however. Many of the tracks 
revel in the uncertainty of love and 
relationships, like the moody “In 
Or In-Between” that ends with a 
beat switch-up evocative of a track 
of Lorde’s 2017 “Melodrama.” Or 

the heart-breaking “Jordan,” named 
after a toxic ex, in which they sing, 
“I’ll keep saying sorry, for mistakes 
I’ve never made. I’ll keep saying 
sorry, just to make it go your way,” 
apathetically over a soft 90’s-rock 
instrumental. 

 Hearing songs about love 
from the perspective of a non-
binary person adds a new level of 
accessibility to the way-too-gendered 
genre. The universality of the 
situations Claud describes creates 
an album that is beyond easy for 
listeners to project onto. 

 The album is relatable to 
all audiences, yes, but luckily, it’s 
unabashedly gay. In an interview 
with MTV, Claud said that, “whether 
I was out or not, I’d still be writing 
about gay shit because I am gay.”  

 And this isn’t just an 
interview statement — Claud’s 
sexuality is paraded loud and proud 

throughout the entirety of the 
album, especially on the pop-punk 
inspired “Mr. Bitch To You,” where 
they boldly promise that they “I’m 
stronger than you thought… I won’t 
let a straight man throw me off.” Not 
to mention the song entitled: “Cuff 
Your Jeans.”

 Overall, this was an 
extremely strong debut for both 
Claud and the Saddest Factory 
label. “Super Monster” looks at 
love through the eyes of a young 
LGBTQ+ artist, and is a welcome 
and perky change to the onslaught of 
bad news facing the world today. 

 While sometimes a bit too 
subdued and mellow, Claud’s “Super 
Monster” is a promising and groovy 
album, perfect to narrate the winter’s 
slow melt into a lovesick spring. 

 7.5 out of 10 Torches

“Super Monster” was released on Feb. 12. Photo courtesy of Clash Magazine.
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“Magic Selfies” brings fun photo-
ops to Chicago
by Amanda Landwehr / Arts Editor
 
 Glitter, streamers, colorful walls and...a unicorn? You can 

find all this and more at Chicago’s newest art installation, Magic 
Selfies. Located at the Roosevelt Collection (only a 20 minute 
walk from the university), this pop-up provides hilarious and chic 
backdrops for your next photoshoot. General admission tickets start 
at $25 per person, but visitors can pick from a variety of packages 
like birthday parties, entire space rentals or a friends’ night out. 
With over 10 curated rooms and 20 picture-perfect walls, check 
out Chicago’s own “selfie playground” for truly unforgettable, 
Instagram-worthy photos.

PHOTO ESSAY
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An ode to professional wrestling
by Adnan Bašić / Head Copy Editor 

Kushida delivers a German suplex to Johnny Gargano at NXT Takeover: Vengeance Day. Photo courtesy of WWE.com”

 Being a college student 
isn’t the most fun thing in the 
world.
 There are stresses that 
have to be dealt with on a daily 
basis. From classwork to actual 
work, balancing school with 
everyday life is a challenge that 
all students have to deal with. 
Then there’s the fact that we’re 
all living through a horrific 
pandemic at the moment, so 
everything can start to take a toll 
on a brain that is still developing.
 At this time, you need to 
make sure you give your brain 
some occasional breaks. Sitting 
back and relaxing is absolutely 
crucial to making sure you 
don’t go bonkers, which is why 
everyone’s got their respective 
guilty pleasures.

Mine is professional wrestling.
 Inherently wacky, there’s 
just some sort of magic when 
it comes to watching wrestling. 
Many watched the product, 
specifically WWE, when they 
were younger and believed all 
the violence and action seen 
on TV was genuine. Once they 
figured out the truth, though, 
their attention turned elsewhere.
 Oddly enough, I never 
got into wrestling as a child. 
However, I eventually got 
curious about what was going on 
as I got older, and I became a fan 
for a few years. I trailed off for 
a bit, but in the spring of 2017 
my friend hosted a watch party 
for that year’s Wrestlemania, 
the WWE version of the Super 
Bowl. That’s what I needed to 

find myself back in the wrestling 
world, and that’s where I’ve been 
ever since.
 Being a wrestling fan at 
this age usually leads to the same 
sort of questions being asked. 
“Don’t you know that it’s all 
fake?” “Why don’t you watch 
legitimate fighting like MMA?” 
“What’s wrong with you?”
 The scripted nature of 
wrestling is what allows it to 
shine, though. Sports fans know 
the painful feeling of getting 
excited for a game only for it 
to be a boring one all too well. 
Either one team gets blown out 
the water or neither manages to 
excite in any regard. My friends 
and I still think about how bad 
Super Bowl 53 was, as the New 
England Patriots beat the Los 

Angeles Rams by a measly 13-3 
scoreline.
 That rarely happens in 
wrestling. Since the wrestlers 
and others involved are able to 
plan a match ahead of time, they 
can craft a story that keeps fans 
invested throughout. They don’t 
always succeed, but when things 
click then it’s an absolute joy to 
watch.
 Even when wrestling 
is bad, it can be hysterical. 
WWE tries to be funny from 
time to time, but sometimes 
they accidentally do things that 
make viewers like myself laugh 
uncontrollably.
 I’ll never forget one 
Monday night. I was watching 
wrestling after a long day of 
school, and I was fighting a 
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ARTS & CULTURE



14

Bad Bunny poses with the 24/7 Championship alongside Damien Priest. Photo courtesy of WEE.
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headache and general tiredness. 
Then, in the blink of an eye, 
my spirits were lifted. A group 
of wrestlers who debuted 
beforehand had just been given 
names, which were T-Bar, 
Mace, and Slapjack. I could not 
stop laughing. “They named a  
mother*expletive* Slapjack” was 
what I kept thinking to myself 
and was what I told my friends 
through tears of happiness. When 
he was slammed to the mat, the 
commentator said something akin 
to “a flapjack to Slapjack” which 
only restarted the unbridled 
laughter. 
 It’s this joy that wrestling 
brings that keeps me tuning in.
Watching wrestling is not 

complicated. It’s not a critically 
acclaimed television show or 
blockbuster film that has to be 
viewed with a keen eye at all 
times. You can just turn your 
brain off while seeing the action 
unfold and let your instincts take 
control. Has that man really been 
knocked unconscious due to a 
flying kick to the face? No, of 
course not, but it certainly looks 
like he has.
 If you can maintain a 
suspension of disbelief, and not 
take it so seriously, then you’ll 
have a lot of fun.
 Wrestling has even 
allowed me to become a fan 
of other figures in pop culture. 
Before the end of January, I 

barely knew who Bad Bunny 
was. I knew he was a Latin artist 
that was in that one commercial 
with Snoop Dogg, but that was 
it. That changed when he started 
appearing in WWE. Performing 
one of his songs during the Royal 
Rumble pay-per-view event, Bad 
Bunny then started interacting 
with wrestlers backstage before 
getting involved in the action 
around the ring.
 Now, he’s the 
24/7 Champion – a minor 
championship in WWE – and 
he even brought the title belt 
with him when performing on 
Saturday Night Live in mid-
February. Celebrity appearances 
in wrestling aren’t always 

successful, but Bad Bunny’s 
work as of late has made me 
a fan of him even if I don’t 
understand any of his songs.
 It’s kind of concerning 
to think about just how much 
wrestling I watch on a weekly 
basis. There are three shows 
that I consistently watch, one 
of which is three hours long 
with the other two being two 
hours long each. That’s not even 
counting the occasional pay-
per-view event which is always 
longer than two hours and can go 
as long as five and a half hours. 
All things considered, that’s a lot 
of wrestling.
  Long may it continue.


