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Roosevelt announces plans to integrate with every university in 
Chicago
by Karina Aguilar / Staff Reporter

 A rare picture of Roosevelt’s new campus. Photo courtesy of unsplash.com.

 Roosevelt University 
announced another integration 
on March 9—exactly one year 
after the integration with Robert 
Morris University was finalized. 
 The administration 
explained that they have put 
in an application to the Higher 
Learning Commision. If 
approved, all colleges in the city 
of Chicago would merge together 
to create one big “super school.”
 “Although it was a fight 
to decide which university’s 
name would be used after the 
integration, we all agreed to 
name the super school Roosevelt 
University,” said Northwestern’s 
president. “We just all knew that 
Roosevelt had a lot of experience 
with university mergers, and we 
didn’t want all the students that 
came from the Robert Morris 
integration to have to change 
university names again.”
 Some students said they 
were disappointed with the new 

integration.
 “I think that they should 
have only merged with schools 
that are similar to Roosevelt,” 
said Rebecca Jones, a sophomore 
criminal justice major. “I feel 
like I signed up for a smaller 
school that is dedicated to 
providing access to education for 
lower income students, but this 
integration would change all of 
those opportunities.”
 Roosevelt administrators 
assured students that they will 
not be changing the cost of 
tuition for all current students.
 “While there will be 
many changes in the Roosevelt 
community if the integration 
gets approved, the core values 
of Roosevelt will never change,” 
said Jessica Day, a professor of 
sociology. “This is also a great 
opportunity for more programs 
and areas of study for students.”
 Not only does this 
mean that there will be a wider 

selection of courses available 
to students, but there will be 
an expansion of the athletic 
department and student 
organizations. 
 “As someone who played 
competitive flag football in 
high school, I am really stoked 
that Roosevelt is getting a flag 
football team, bro,” said Brad 
Whyte, a junior dance major. 
“Flag football games are always 
so lit, and people will definitely 
come to them more often than the 
current football team’s games, 
bro.”
 Some students feel like 
the increasing student body will 
lead to more active engagement 
within the Roosevelt community. 
 “I tried to start my own 
club on campus—which was 
super easy to do initially—but 
we really struggled to keep up 
attendance and involvement 
so we decided to get rid of the 
club,” said Lizzie Collins, a 

junior journalism major.  
 “Hopefully the integration 
will increase attendance so we 
can start our club back up.”
 While there are benefits 
of the integration, some students 
have concerns. 
 “I know there was 
some tension among Roosevelt 
and Robert Morris students 
during the last integration, so 
I am worried that there will 
be tension between all of the 
different schools that are coming 
together,” said Jayson Davis, 
a freshman psychology major. 
“I am also nervous that we will 
keep merging with other colleges 
until there is only one college left 
in America.”
 Regardless of the feelings 
towards the integration, at least 
now, the city of Chicago will 
actually be Roosevelt’s campus.

ROOSEVELT
NEWS
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Roosevelt Financial Aid Office implements new student charges, 
including a fee for breathing
by Juules Banks / Editor-in-Chief 

 The Roosevelt Financial 
Aid Office has recently 
announced new changes to 
tuition – much to the dismay of 
students. After confusion began 
to surface over the new charges 
added to students’ accounts on 
RUAccess, the topic became 
widely-discussed amongst the 
student body. As a result, the 
Financial Aid Office had to 
release a statement via email 
explaining the charges in an 
attempt to placate the students. 
 “It’s simple, really,” said 
Ebeneez R. Scrooge, head of the 
Financial Aid Office. “At first, 
the office didn’t even consider it 
necessary to release a response. 

“
 What’s the confusion? 
We added simple charges to the 
amenities that students have been 
getting away with for free for far 
too long.” 
 The amenities in 
question: 

 •Stepping foot into the 
Wabash Building ($4 per step) 
 •Breathing in the Wabash 
Building ($350 per semester, 
$700 annually)
 •Sending emails with a 
Roosevelt email account ($45 per 
email)  
 •School-wide lab fee 
removal fee ($70 per student) 

 •“Hey, You’ve Made it 
This Far” fee for senior students 
($1500 due their graduating 
semester
 •“Hey, You Just Got 
Here” fee for freshmen students 
($1499 due their first semester)

 Although the 
informational email sent by 
the Financial Aid Office cited 
“very good reasons” for the new 
charges added, no reasons were 
actually listed. Instead, photos 
of Fala the Scottish Terrier doing 
a thumbs-up with University 
President Ali Malekzadeh, 
along with inspirational quotes 
from Eleanor and Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt, made up 
the body of the email. A link to 
the university’s mental health 
services was added at the bottom.
A reported “mixed reaction” 
occurred within the student body, 
according to an Instagram poll 
set by the Torch’s team yesterday 
while conducting hard research 
on the topic. 
 “I mean, I haven’t been 
at college for super long, so I 
wasn’t sure if this was normal 
or not for a school to do to its 
students,” said Haley Madej, 
freshman biology student. “I’d 
like to think this is abnormal.” 
 “This is extremely 
normal for a school to do to 

Roosevelt Financial Aid has implemented new changes this spring. Photo courtesy of panthernow.com.

NEWS
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its students,” said Doc Young, 
senior integrated marketing 
communications major. “Why 
did you guys expect this place to 
be different? This is a business.” 
 Scrooge did acknowledge 
the financial stressors COVID-19 
has put many students under, 
saying that they could “work for 
the school” if they were feeling 
helpless or nervous.
 “We have a lot of job 
opportunities for our students,” 
he said. “If they take initiative, 
they can certainly find the means 

to keep them afloat.” 
 Confusion and outrage 
was especially targeted at the 
lab fee removal fee, which, as 
Scrooge explained, meant that 
Roosevelt is now charging for the 
removal of the initial fee labeled 
“lab fees.” 
 “It’s an extremely delicate 
process, removing fees,” he said.  
 “To remove a fee, we 
have to add another fee. It isn’t 
even worth going into really, 
since I don’t expect any student 
to understand, but trust me, it’s 
necessary.” 
 The lab fee removal fee 
sits at $70, $10 more than the 
initial lab fee per lab-oriented 
class.
 “When I was complaining 
about removing lab fees, this is 
not what I meant,” said Madej.
 Madej, who works at the 

American Eagle in the Water 
Tower Mall downtown, said that 
her current hours at work will not 
be enough to cover the new costs. 
She said that this is especially 
due to the fact that Madej is a 
Wabash resident and must take 
many steps inside the building a 
day, which has racked up a large 
bill. 
 “My trick has been to 
take really big steps,” she said. 
“I’m talking huge. I’m not the 
only one, either. Everyone is 
basically lunging to class now.” 

 This new financial aid 
controversy comes only months 
after another dispute, which 
occured when the Financial 
Aid Office partially or entirely 
removed students’ grants when 
given new scholarships.
 “What did they expect us 
to do about that? That’s federal 
policy,” Scrooge said. “Which 
policy? I don’t know. What are 
you, a cop?” 
 For now, the fees will stay 
implemented. As of today, 756 
complaints have been emailed 
to the Financial Aid Office, but 
most remain unopened due to the 
office’s policy of only reading 
one email a week.  

“It’s an extremely delicate 
process, removing fees,” Scrooge 
said. “To remove a fee, we have 
to add another fee. It isn’t even 

worth going into really...”

NEWS

A graphic sent out to help detail the new student fees. Image  by Juules Banks.
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Roosevelt University now requiring uniforms
by Kel Faherty / Staff Reporter
 Roosevelt University has 
made the executive decision to 
now require student uniforms 
across the board. According to 
the head source, who wished to 
remain anonymous, this decision 
will be taking effect “as soon 
as students return from spring 
break.” The uniform is nothing 
to gawk at, as it is merely a full 
length, bright green morph suit 
with school spirit decorum on the 
back. 
      “I think it’s all in good 
taste,” said Renesmee Swan, 
a current incoming freshman. 
She also stated that the rumored 
green morph suit is something 
that “shows quite a bit of school 
spirit.” Swan added that walking 
around Chicago in a fresh 
uniform could benefit her, as she 
may land a modeling gig or get 
discovered on TikTok as a result. 
      Others are not as thrilled 
about the news. “I am only being 
seen in Zoom from the waist up,” 
said seventh-year student Edward 
Jacobs. To me, a morph suit is 
more of a holistic body outfit. I 
don’t see why I should have to 
wear something like that to my 
computer monitor.”  Lucky for 
this student, faculty have already 
been discussing alternatives. 
      “We have thought of 
the comfortability aspects of  
Zoom as well as the warmer 
weather and have humbly made 
adjustments,” faculty member 
Bella Jasper said. “We may 
choose to implement a cropped 
morph suit instead. The only 
aspects of the uniform that are 
non-negotiable are the bedazzled 
terrier on the back and the color 
green. We like to be flexible in 
any other regard and cannot wait 

to see our student body in these 
fresh fits.”
 Jasper said she believes 
the students will eventually “find 
a love” for the uniforms. “The 
other Chicago schools will be 
copying us in no time. I truly 
believe that.”
 Of course, all good things 
have to cost money. This is 
Roosevelt University, after all. 
The new uniforms will be packed 
into part of the tuition. For the 
standard morph suit, it will 
cost an average of $1,000. This 
$1,000 can either be paid in full, 
or sectioned up into a series of 
small payments. 
 “However, since this 

uniform is more important than 
the housing plan, the students 
will be required to put down 
this deposit prior to tuition and 
dorms,” said werewolf studies 
professor Dr. Carlisle Collin. “It 
is imperative that this is the first 
thing on a prospective student’s 
mind. If we cannot have a class 
of funky fresh outfits, we cannot 
have a class at all.”
      “All in all, Roosevelt 
University is a special place, and 
a morph suit is a special fashion 
staple,” Collin said. “Although 
it may be basic to some, it is 
an essential to our school’s 
aesthetic. We couldn’t be prouder 
to kick this off!”

      The morph suits will 
be available for pick up at the 
Roosevelt University bookstore 
on Wabash beginning May 1. 
Lines are expected to reach well 
beyond the Chicago River, so it 
is advised for students to bring a 
few snacks. 
 “We are expecting Black 
Friday conditions. All in all, 
the smartest thing to do would 
be to act as soon as possible,”  
Roosevelt University President 
said, “Let’s see who’s got RU 
spirit! And an additional $1,000 
to spare. Please, we really need it 
guys.”

A sneak peak at Roosevelt’s new uniforms. Image by Kristin McKee.

NEWS
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 Roosevelt University 
could be the next school on 
the waitlist to accept Bitcoin 
from students as a form of 
payment. This transition would 
allow for Roosevelt students 
to buy campus goods with the 
cryptocurrency.
Under the new proposal, if a 
student wanted to purchase food 
at the cafeteria, order and buy 
their textbooks at the bookstore 
for their classes, or most 
importantly, pay for their tuition 
dues at Financial Services, they 
can use Bitcoin to cover those 
costs. There are also going to be 
classes offered in cryptocurrency, 
with the school currently 
exploring ways to implement it 
into its curriculum.
 Following the precedent 
set by The King’s College in 
New York City, New York seven 
years ago, Roosevelt would 
become the second school in the 
U.S. to allow students the option 
to use Bitcoin as payment for 
their campus needs. They would 
join five other schools across the 
globe in also accepting Bitcoin 
as a form of payment at their 
institutions, with Financing and 
Promoting Technology (FPT) 
University in Hanoi, Vietnam 
being the latest school to join this 
list in late 2017. 
 School bursar Dennis 
Hill, who described Bitcoin 
as “a piece of the future,” said 
that several departments at 
Roosevelt have been researching 
the opportunity that the 
cryptocurrency presents for 
Roosevelt. 
 “The Business Office, 

Office of the Bursar, Financial 
Services and the College of 
Business have been working 
tirelessly, looking into the 
innovation Bitcoin can bring to 
Roosevelt,” Hill said. “We have 
been looking into ways where 
financial aid can accept it as a 
form of tuition payment and 
where the Business Office can 
allow our amenities such as the 
cafeteria to facilitate transactions 
with crypto. We also want to 
use our respective academic 
programs to educate our students 
about Bitcoin and other crypto.”
 Additionally, Roosevelt 
plans to use the transition to 
Bitcoin to utilize their academic 
programs and teach students 

by Santino Torres / Staff Reporter 

FEATURE 
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RU going Bitcoin? Roosevelt looks into accepting Bitcoin as a form 
of payment 

another means to allow the 
university to remain at the 
forefront in its mission for 
social justice. Hill said allowing 
students to pay for campus goods 
with Bitcoin was intended to 
serve their best interests. More 
specifically, it was included to 
aid international students from 
countries such as Cyprus and 
Argentina. These nations have 
been crippled financially under 
a central banking authority. 
Students from Algeria, which 
has outright banned what they 
call “virtual currency,” were also 
emphasized.
“We want to allow students, 
most importantly international 
students, who come from 
parts of the world that don’t 
necessarily trust their central 
bank, an opportunity to afford an 
education with the currency they 
feel works best for them,” Hill 
said.
 According to their 
website, Bitcoin was created in 
2009 by an unknown entity by 
the name of Satoshi Nakamoto, 
who has gone through great 
lengths to keep their true identity 
concealed. When they left the 
project in 2010, the developers 
working with the cryptocurrency 
at the time continued to aid 
in sustaining the growth of its 
community.
 This form of currency 
was the first of its kind because it 
was an open-source, peer-to-peer 
decentralized network. What this 
means is that there is no central 
bank or authority middlemen 
powering the network. This 
network is powered by the users.  

Cryptocurrency Bitcoin, a peer-to-peer open-source software, has come a long 
way since its inception in 2009, with its value changing constantly.”Photo 
courtesy of CBC.

about cryptocurrencies like 
Bitcoin, Litecoin, Dogecoin, 
Ethereum and others. Litecoin 
was an early atlcoin which was 
initially a Bitcoin spinoff and 
Ethereum is the most actively 
used blockchain where anyone 
can make their own decentralized 
applications. Blockchains are 
the ledgers which record all 
the cryptocurrency transactions 
taking place. Dogecoin 
was based on a meme and 
invented as a joke to mock 
cryptocurrency. Unlike the other 
cryptocurrencies, there is no hard 
cap on Dogecoin production. 
This altcoin also shares some 
features with Litecoin.
The move was also cited as 
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Their website describes Bitcoin. 
from a user’s perspective, as 
“cash for the internet.”
 “Bitcoin has gone through 
great lengths to get to where it is 
now, sometimes at the expense of 
others’ freedoms,” said finance 
professor Nicole Holstrom.  
 “As its value increases, 
you are beginning to see that 
people are able to buy schooling 
and vehicular transportation. 
Pretty soon, you will be seeing 
people purchase real estate with 
Bitcoin.”
 Bitcoin first garnered 
attention in the spotlight 
when it was the main form of 
currency used in transactions 
on the internet black market 
Silk Road. The cryptocurrency 
was attractive to users because 
the paper trail of transactions 
for illegal goods proved nearly 
untraceable when using Bitcoin. 
This is because complex wallet 

codes were used along with 
transaction codes that couldn’t 
be decoded, which allowed the 
peer-to-peer network to operate. 
After Silk Road was shut down 
and creator Ross Ulbricht 
was subsequently arrested in 
October 2013, Bitcoin’s value 
would eclipse the $1,000 mark 
about a month later. 
 It was only fitting 
that four years later, on the 
anniversary of Bitcoin’s breach 
of the thousand-dollar threshold, 
it would surpass the $10,000 
mark for the first time ever. As 
of March 15, Bitcoin’s value 
was $56,322.22 according to 
Coindesk. However, the price 
of Bitcoin is always fluctuating, 
reaching over $60,000 over 
the weekend and falling below 
that threshold again by the 
beginning of the week.   
 “I believe that such 
a step for Roosevelt would 

have the biggest implications 
on the students that go here, 
especially students who come 
from overseas to study here,” 
said junior finance major Chris 
Camacho. “If Roosevelt began 
allowing students to use Bitcoin 
to pay for what they need, that’s 
a game changer right there.”
 Roosevelt would have to 
find a merchant exchange that 
features a portfolio entailing 
their expertise in cryptocurrency 
exchanges. Lucerne University 
of Applied Sciences and Arts 
in Switzerland had partnered 
with Bitcoin Suisse AG, who 
handles their cryptocurrency 
transactions, while The King’s 
College signed with the merchant 
processor Coin.co. However, 
the merchant’s website is now 
defunct, and then-President 
Brendan Diaz’s LinkedIn page 
states that he has not assumed 
that position since 2015.

 “The next step will be 
finding a partner that can power 
cryptocurrency transactions,” 
said Holstrom, who is heading 
the Bitcoin task force at 
Roosevelt. “The partnership will 
allow for Roosevelt to protect 
itself from the volatility of 
Bitcoin and probably provide a 
flat exchange rate.”
 Possible suitors looking 
to guide Roosevelt through the 
next step would be financial 
consultants such as Daniels 
Trading, financial institutions 
Akuma Capital and Athena 
Bitcoin or financial derivatives 
exchange giant CME Group. It is 
unknown what interest has been 
generated from these institutions 
or what direction Roosevelt will 
take as it moves forward with the 
new implementations. 
 “We’re looking forward 
to a long partnership with 
whoever wishes to work with us 
on this venture,” Hill said. “They 
might charge us a percentage 
fee for every Bitcoin transaction 
made through their platform, 
but the protection from price 
fluctuation will be worth it.”
 With discussions having 
evolved into finding a partner to 
power Bitcoin transactions from 
students to Roosevelt, it is clear 
that Bitcoin is gaining more and 
more traction in everyday life. 
Such a transition will be huge 
as the cryptocurrency seeks to 
improve its value and maintain 
its scarce supply. 
 “I’m excited. My mom 
and my dad have been investing 
into Bitcoin. We could probably 
avoid student loans altogether 
with this move from Roosevelt,” 
Camacho said.

 

Roosevelt University could be lucky number seven in terms of universities accepting Bitcoin as a form of payment. 
Photo by Alejandro Caballero.
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Annnnnnd it’s gone: Cubs have World Series title stripped
by Mohammad Samra / Chicago Editor

 In a move that sent 
shockwaves throughout Major 
League Baseball and the city 
of Chicago, Commissioner 
Rob Manfred has stripped the 
Chicago Cubs of their 2016 
World Series championship. 
Footage from the winner-take-
all Game 7 of the 2016 World 
Series shows Cubs first baseman 
Anthony Rizzo’s foot off of first 
base as he caught a throw from 
teammate Kris Bryant, meaning 
the final out was never secured. 
During that moment, Cleveland 
Indians hitter Michael Martinez 
crossed home plate as the Cubs 
celebrated in the middle of the 
field. 
 The National Association 
of Scorekeepers voted 
unanimously to change the 
official outcome of the game 
to a 9-8 Indians victory, which 
means the Indians are now 2016 
champions instead of the Cubs.   
 “Maybe ownership can 
get us some decent players 

instead of using that 2016 run as 
an excuse for 100 more years of 
f****** mediocrity,” said Cubs 
coach David Ross in an explicit 
rant following the announcement 
from MLB. “We’ve been living 
off that high for so long that 
we’ve seemingly stopped trying 
to win the title again.”
 Players on the Cubs don’t 
seem all too eager to break the 
revived championship drought, 
which now sits at 112 years. 
 “At this point, I’ll go 
play wide receiver for the Bears 
before I try to carry the Cubs 
back to the World Series,” said 
outfielder Jason Heyward, who 
led all hitters in double plays 
during the 2016 postseason, 
before remembering that the 
Bears had acquired Andy Dalton.
Convenience stores in Chicago 
have seen a massive spike in 
ice cream and beer sales as fans 
attempt to cope with losing a 
championship nearly five years 
after the series was played. 

 “I thought I’d be able to 
show my face in Chicago again,”  
 Steve Bartman, a die-hard 
Cubs fan said, “I now have to 
go into hiding until they actually 
win one...who knows how long 
that’ll be. At least it’s not my 
fault this time.”
 Meanwhile, members of 
the 2016 Indians met over Zoom 
to celebrate their sudden World 
Series championship. 
 “It’s not the most ideal 
way to celebrate, but we’ll 
take it,” said head coach Terry 
Francona.
 “I’m over the moon,” said 
Indians fan Jack Concord.  
 “There’s no way we 
could have won the World Series 
in a legitimate way, so this will 
definitely count in my book.”
The decision to strip the Cubs of 
the title drew national attention, 
especially from President Joe 
Biden. 
 “Since the Cubs’ 
perceived World Series win, 

by Adnan Bašić / Head Copy Editor

we’ve had someone with no 
political experience become 
president and a virus take over 
the globe,” said Biden. “They 
weren’t kidding when they said 
the world would end once the 
Cubs won the World Series, so 
maybe by stripping them we’ll 
get some sense of normalcy 
again.”
 This news might be 
horrible for the Cubs, but their 
cross-town rivals have already 
begun to party.
 “The White Sox can’t 
win many games on their own, 
so seeing the Cubs suffer is a 
victory in our books,” said fan 
Jack McGurnee. “This is the best 
thing that has happened to us 
since 2005.”
 A parade has been 
planned for the White Sox to 
mark the occasion, and there is 
no need to worry about social-
distancing guidelines since there 
aren’t even that many supporters 
of the team in the first place.

Cubs fans are not happy with the decision. Photo courtesy of The Chicago Tribune 
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The top five best moments of Donald Trump’s administration

CHICAGO & ELSWHERE

1. When he defeated the 
COVID-19 virus 

 In terms of 
accomplishments and legacies, 
this is one that will likely follow 
former President Trump for the 
rest of his feeble lifetime.   
The COVID-19 pandemic was 
declared a global emergency by 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) on Jan. 30, 2020 and it 
quickly took the United States 
by force--Americans faced 
dire consequences with drastic 
changes in their day to day lives. 
Schools and workplaces began 
to shut down, and many even 
lost employment. As of March 
19, 2021, there have been 29.7 
million cases in the United States 
and 540 thousand deaths. 
 Who knew it would only 
take the words of one man with 
luxurious hair to save us all.

  The news of Covid’s 
demise came via a White House 
press release in October, which 
listed ending the pandemic as 
one of former President Trump’s 
biggest accomplishments.   
 Strangely enough, that 

week had seen a 23% increase 
in cases. However, as we are all 
aware, research and statistics 
don’t have a place in Donald 
Trump’s White House!  
 Many Americans wasted 
no time in “getting back to 
normal,” as thousands attended 
a  mask burning ceremony where 
they gathered to burn the life-
saving article of clothing. 

2. When he didn’t show up to 
his own virtual rally

 Many candidates in 
the 2020 presidential election 
utilized virtual formats on their 
campaign trail--while it took 
former President Trump a while 
to put together virtual events 
(many speculate this is due to 
his minimal computer skills) 
he eventually jumped on the 
bandwagon and hosted a variety 
of virtual events, some of which 
he even showed up to! 
 However, the most 

unforgettable event of Trump’s 
downward spiral of a campaign 
was the event he never showed 
up to. Fortunately, only one 
Trump supporter took the time to 
sign in to the zoom link.   
 Chad McChadwhick, 
a 42-year-old failing business 
owner and Trump super fan said 
he waited on the empty zoom 
call for three hours, hoping that 
the former president would grace 
him with his presence. 
 “Yeah man, I was pretty 
bummed when he never showed 
up, I heard he overslept or 
something, but I get it. When the 
grind never stops, sometimes you 
gotta take a day to rest.” 
 Later that evening, 
Trump’s administration put out a 
statement letting the public know 
not to worry because the nation’s 
leader was very well rested and 
would probably show up to the 
next rally.
 “It’s like a 50/50 chance 
he shows,” a representative said. 

by Renya Eggstrada / Editor-in-Chief  

 Former President Donald Trump taking off a  mask for the last 
time. Photo courtesy of usnews.com

One of the Trump’s administration’s virtual programs. Photo courtesy of NPR.
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3. When he saved Puerto Rico 
from Hurricane Maria 

 As his reputation shows, 
the former US president is a 
man of many talents. In addition 
to single-handedly saving the 
World from total destruction 
from the Covid-19 virus, in 2017 
he kindly offered Puerto Ricans 
a simple solution after many 
faced devastation from Hurricane 
Maria: Paper towels. If he’s 
anything, he’s resourceful! He 
was caught on video announcing 
to the crowd, “If you want to cry, 
dry your tears with this,” which 
many took as a helpful solution. 
 “I never considered 
using paper towels to dry 
my tears, I usually stick to 
tissues. I’ve been crying all 
day because unfortunately my 

family experienced $200,000 
in property damage. At least 
now I don’t have to buy tissues. 
Thanks for the new suggestion!” 
said one resident. 

4. When he appointed his 
pal Jim to the Department 
of Defense for no apparent 
reason 
 Trump’s administration 
will likely be known for its 
highly qualified appointments 
under his leadership, such as 
Betsy DeVos of the Department 
of Education. However, one of 
the former president’s brightest 
moments can be marked by his 
appointment of his high school 
friend Jim. Despite his friend’s 
lack of experience, former 
president Trump said he was 
confident in his abilities. 

      “My pal Jim, well, he’s the 
best. He’s certainly great at 
defense-- he’s always been one 
to just get out there and defend,” 
Trump had said when asked 
about his reasoning for choosing 
someone with absolutely no 
experience. 
 This appointment 
resonated a message of 
encouragement in the hearts of 
all Americans--literally anybody 
can work in government, no 
matter how unqualified. 
 “You know, if Jim can do 
it, so can I,” said Tom Rogers, 
co-CEO of a company that he 
runs with his dad. 

5. When he announced his 
affair with an American flag 
 Nothing better 
encapsulated the drama and 

excitement of Trump’s White 
House than his secretive affair 
with nothing other than an 
American flag, portraying an act 
of patriotism unheard of in recent 
history. 
 Donald Trump bravely 
decided to go public with the 
affair at the 2020 Conservative 
Political Action Conference 
when he kissed and professed his 
love to an American flag while 
on stage. 
 After kissing the flag he 
told it, “I love you baby.” 
 Many supporters were 
quick to show the former 
president praise for his love for 
the flag. 
 

Donald Trump launching paper towels into a crowd. Photo courtesy of hollywoodlife.com.
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The most inspiring moments of 2020 
by Juules Banks / Editor-in-Chief 

OPINION

FARTS & CULTURE

by Renya Eggstrada  / Editor-in-Chief 

There were none. 
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Why your life sucks, according to your zodiac sign

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Most of your energy goes towards acting like you know everything; 
the rest goes towards manipulating everyone into believing you 
really do know everything. You’re practically wearing yourself thin! 
This is your sign to wind down and reserve some time to actually 
learn something before you waste all of your energy running your 
mouth. As much as it hurts, this does include actively listening to 
other people’s opinions. 

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
You have a great appreciation for material things, specifically 
things that are of high quality. However, you still have a long way 
to go before you’re able to live out your lavish dreams. Your closet 
brings you to tears because it’s filled with clothes from Target and 
Sears with no Louis Vuitton or Givenchy in sight. You scoff at the 
neighborhood you live in because it hasn’t been gentrified yet. Still, 
you can fake it ‘til you make it by spamming your Snapchat story 
with your weekly adventures in River North. 

Aries (March 21 - April 19)
Contrary to popular belief among the Aries community, the world 
does not revolve around you. What’s worse is having everyone 
constantly remind you that it’s not their job to fulfill every single 
one of your needs. You could try to be more considerate of those 
around you, or you could unleash your stubborn rage and delete their 
number for a few days because you know that’s what you’re going to 
do anyway.

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)
Your full-time job is being a perfectionist, which means you set 
impossibly high standards not only for yourself but for those around 
you. You have a very difficult time maintaining stable relationships 
with people because the average person simply cannot climb up 
to your level. You may not be able to reach these high standards 
yourself, but there’s no crime in filtering out those who spoil your 
energy and are not worthy of your ethereal presence. 

Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Your greatest power comes from your emotions. When you feel a 
particular emotion, you feel it and express it to the fullest extent. 
While you reel people in with your passionate energy, you also 
push people away the second they say the wrong thing, which can 
literally be anything depending on the day. You take every joke too 
seriously and run away with it, which ultimately contributes to your 
unhappiness with life. Reading this made you cry, didn’t it?

by Kristin McKee / Roosevelt Editor

Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22)
No one understands you. Whether it’s their inability to admire your 
annoyingly pretentious attitude or accept the hard truth that you are, 
in fact, better than everyone else, it can get lonely being the only one 
who recognizes your utter greatness. As long as you continue to step 
over others to reach your goals, you’ll keep making great strides in 
life, even if you’re the only one cheering yourself on.

Side effects of a terrible life include burying your face into your hands on a regu-
lar basis. Photo courtesy of unsplash.

OPINION
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Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 20)
While you are the least toxic zodiac sign, your compassion has 
turned you into human doormat. You’re inviting, but you let 
everyone walk all over you. You tend to beat yourself up and blame 
yourself before you even consider holding the people who have 
wronged you accountable. Please, the next time you feel the need to 
kick some a**, this is your permission slip to do so.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
You’ve been unsuccessful at becoming the Regina George of 
everyone’s lives. Like her, you work your way to the top by flaunting 
your queen-bee persona and looking down on those who dare to 
breathe the same air as you. The only difference is that no one looks 
up at you in awe and envy. Instead, they see you as a narcissistic 
nightmare who likes to be vicious just for the hell of it. Don’t worry, 
though, everyone is really in love with you as long as you keep 
telling yourself that. 

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan. 19)
You’re a realist. People may construe your skepticism about every 
little aspect of life as pessimism, but someone’s got to hand out the 
unsolicited reality checks, right? You simply do not have the time to 
consider the stupid, wacky ideas your friends excitedly share with 
you in confidence. On the bright side, at least everyone tells you, 
“You must be fun at parties!”

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
No matter how loud and obnoxious you get, sometimes to the point 
of sheer embarrassment, you have a hard time making yourself 
known. Even in the rare instance where you catch someone’s 
attention, you definitely do not leave a lasting impression. It doesn’t 
help that everyone forgets your zodiac sign even exists. This is 
where you can use your lack of tact to your advantage. Steal the 
show by blurting out anything you can think of no matter how 
inappropriate or offensive it is. Who cares? Everyone is boring to 
you anyway, so don’t waste your time trying to impress them. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)
Every time you come across any situation, even if it does not involve 
you in any way, you simply have to go out of your way to make it 
about yourself. God forbid that people spend a split second not being 
concerned about you. If your best friend got hit by a bus, it’d be your 
duty to post paragraphs on social media detailing your emotional 
turmoil over your best friend’s accident. It crushes you to see 
people send more prayers towards your friend’s recovery than your 
emotional healing. 

Each zodiac sign has its own symbols. They are all stupid. Photo courtesy  
of LovetoKnow.com 

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)
Being a peacemaker in a world full of negativity can be emotionally 
draining. Although you couldn’t care less about the conflicts 
themselves or the people affected by them, being exposed to any sort 
of instability in life drives you insane. You do absolutely nothing 
to mediate the conflict or offer a solution, but at least you make it 
known that you see good people on both sides. 

OPINION


