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RU transitioning back to in-person classes for Fall 2021 semester
by Raneen El-Barbarawi / Assistant Editor

With Roosevelt beginning in-person classes again, many common spaces will be open to the student body in the fall. Photo by Karina Aguilar. 
  Since being mainly online 
at the start of the pandemic in 
March 2020, Roosevelt University 
has announced that they will be 
transitioning back to in-person 
classes next semester.
            Through maintaining 
strict COVID-19 guidelines 
such as social distancing, hand 
sanitizing, wearing masks and 
vaccination requirements, 
Roosevelt’s faculty and staff 
ensured a smooth transition for 
the 2021-2022 academic school 
year.  
 The COVID response 
committee at Roosevelt 
University – which includes Dr. 
Michael Ford, a vice president 
and chief of staff as well as 
assistant secretary to the board 

of trustees, and Dr. Melissa 
Hogan, dean of the college of 
science, health and pharmacy 
departments — discussed the 
logistics of transitioning to in-
person courses in the fall. 
The committee explained that 
with more students getting 
vaccinated and a continuous 
positive trend in cases both 
locally and nationwide, Roosevelt 
plans to offer more face-to-face 
classes. 
 As far as which courses 
will return in-person, the 
committee said, “decisions as 
to course delivery format will 
be made on a course-by-course 
basis, considering content and 
support services that are best 
offered face-to-face.” They said 

that decisions will be made based 
on factors such as classroom size 
and capacity limits that will need 
to comply with current state and 
federal guidelines.  
Jabreah Driver, an incoming 
senior psychology major, said, “I 
feel like returning back to in-
person classes would be good for 
learning wise, but not safety.” 
 With the emphasis of 
vaccines and Roosevelt offering 
students the chance to get 
vaccinated on campus, more 
opportunities for in-person 
classes have arisen. 
Jazmine Ross, a senior associate 
director of undergraduate 
admission, said that the 
Admissions Office has had to 
make adjustments since the start 

of the pandemic. 
 “For the past year, the 
Roosevelt community, just like 
most of the world, has been 
impacted by the coronavirus 
pandemic,” Ross said. “For 
admissions, this has meant that 
we have to exclusively be remote 
and have limited in-person 
interactions with prospective 
students, families and university 
partners.”
 Ross said that they have 
had to rely on virtual college fairs, 
school visits and appointments 
via Zoom and phone to help 
guide prospective students 
and their families through the 
application, admission and 
enrollment processes. 
 “Through this difficult 
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time, we have been able to 
leverage technology to better 
serve prospective students,” she 
said. 
 For instance, Ross said 
that the Admissions Office 
introduced a virtual college tour 
which gave a comprehensive tour 
of Roosevelt’s campus through 
videos and pictures. She also said 
that they’ve converted most of 
their in-person events – such as 
info sessions, admitted students 
days and new student registration 
sessions – into virtual ones. 
            Ross said that their 
attempts to return back to 
in-person interactions began 
this April, when they allowed 
incoming students to do in-
person tours of the campus. She 
said that these tours are only 
available by appointment and 
can consist of one student and 
up to three guests. She also said 
that they must adhere to health 
and safety guidelines, such as 
wearing face masks at all times 
and completing the health self-
assessment questionnaire via the 
Roosevelt app or through the 
computers in the lobbies before 
moving past security checkpoints. 
 “Roosevelt is handling 
COVID in a good manner by 
making sure we complete the 
self-assessment upon entrance 
and ensuring proper social 
distancing and mask procedures,” 
said Driver, adding that she 
now enjoys online classes after 
adjusting to them.  
  “In a face-to-face course, 
it is expected that students will 
attend the course on campus. 
However, we understand students 
may have legitimate reasons or 
medical exceptions to doing 

so.  
 The protocols and 
expectations are being developed 
to minimize the disruption to 
student learning,” the committee 
added. 
 On top of following 
COVID-19 safety protocols, the 
COVID response committee 
said that students will need 
to fill out the self-assessment 
and have a routine testing of 
unvaccinated students. They also 
said that students who plan to be 
on campus will need to be fully 

vaccinated starting in the fall.  
 Proof of vaccination will 
also be required, which applies to 
all Roosevelt campus locations.  
Students who will not be on 
campus at all are not required to 
provide proof of vaccination.
 “Roosevelt understands 
the incredible importance of 
in-person learning. Returning to 
in-person classes gives students 
more opportunities to build those 
close connections with their 
fellow students and faculty as well 
as return a sense of normalcy 

after more than a year away from 
campus,” the committee said.  
 “However, it is important 
to do so in a safe and responsible 
manner and we will be ready to 
make adjustments as needed.”
 “We’re excited for the 
future and returning to a state of 
normalcy, but in the meantime, 
we’ll continue to be cautious and 
make sure that we’re protecting 
our current students, staff and 
faculty, as well as our prospective 
students and guests,” Ross added. 

RU transitioning back to in-person classes for Fall 2021 semester-
Cont.

Roosevelt will be holding its next vaccine clinic on May 5. Photo courtesy of @Rooseveltu on Instagram.
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Zooming out: a farewell to online school

 Gen Z has been dubbed 
“digital natives” by multiple 
sources, including Forbes and the 
Pew Research Center. A “digital 
native,” as defined by Oxford 
Languages, is “a person born or 
brought up during the age of 
digital technology and therefore 
familiar with computers and the 
internet from an early age.” 
 During the current global 
pandemic, Gen Z — as well as its 
predecessors — were forced to 
adapt to unfamiliar technology. 
Zoom, a video conferencing 
platform, has become popular 
among teachers. So, what 
happens when a generation who 
is statistically not as affiliated 
with technology is forced to 
assimilate to it? Does this foster 
connection between generations? 

  “Certainly, the 
environment has demanded us 
all to be vulnerable in ways that 
haven’t occurred before, and 
seeing into each other’s living 
spaces allows a kind of familiarity 
that can’t help but lead to a 
special kind of connection,” said 
Elise Kauzlaric, a CCPA theatre 
director and vocal and physical 
prep professor.
 Freshman ballet professor 
Allen Desterhaft said he feels a 
more “personalized connection” 
to his students because he 
sees them in a more intimate 
environment. 
 “It may be their dorm 
room, their hallway or a studio 
space, but it is a space that is 
their own over which I have no 
control,” said Desterhaft. “There 

is something about being in a 
classroom studio that makes 
the teacher the host and the 
students the guests. With the 
online platform, it is almost like 
everyone is inviting everyone else 
into their space.” 

 Gretchen Eng, freshman 
improv professor, agreed. “There 
is value to the practice of ‘come 
as you are, not as a performer’ 
that students can access more 
easily behind a computer screen 
that makes me feel like we can 
interact more authentically.”
 Both Kauzlaric and 
Desterhaft feel like there are 
an outnumbering amount of 
disconnecting factors. Despite the 
convenience online school may 
provide, comparisons to learning 

in-person ultimately make the 
experience less than ideal.
 “There are many points 
of disconnection. Organic 
conversation in discussions, 
seeing people in the hallways 
[and] quick conversations in 
passing are all greatly missed,” 
said Kauzlaric.
 “When someone’s video is 
turned off for whatever reason, it 
is disturbing because it feels the 
door has been closed and locked. 
That never happens in a live 
studio setting,” Desterhaft said. 
“There is little feedback from 
students in the way of physical 
energy and verbal expression 
while teaching. This makes it 
difficult to read the class and to 
know what they need.” 
 In terms of the future, 
Kauzlaric said that she is “not 
sure” of possible implementations 
of technological learning. 
Desterhaft, however, said that it 
would “certainly not be my first 
choice.” 
 Stage manager professor, 
Tim Stadler, said, “Some 
experiments have worked so well, 
I will continue to teach portions 
in a similar fashion even after we 
return to the classroom.”
 Whether it is loved or 
hated by the professors here 
at Roosevelt, the majority of 
Zoom school may be coming 
to a probable close. With 
that, Desterhaft says,“For this 
technological experience, I 
will now appreciate the studio 
environment even more as a 
space where we all can go and 
escape together, and I will have a 
better understanding of students’ 
emotional needs.”

Professors share their opinion on teaching through the popular web communication. Photo courtesy of Unsplash.

by Kel Faherty / Staff Reporter
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Style in quarantine
by Aidan McGinty / Multimedia Director 

 Americans have officially 
passed over one year of various 
lockdowns as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. With 
Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson 
and Johnson’s vaccines approved 
— and more pending approvals 
currently — many assume that 
the light at the end of the tunnel 
is within view. However, where 
has all of the year gone? Many 
people who, bombarded with 
social media fashion, took the 
time to reinvent their style. 
 “Before quarantine, I 
would say my style was pretty 
simple yet somewhat trendy at 
the time, at least in my suburb. I 
always wanted to be comfortable 
so when I did dress up, I would 
dress really basic and amp up my 
looks with sneakers and jewelry,” 
said freshman psychology major, 
Sophia Peters. “My style is so 
much better now, compared to 
pre-COVID. I learned a lot about 
my own style finally and started 
to try new things and shop at 
new stores.”
 In 2020, US adults spent 
on average seven hours and fifty 
minutes a day consuming digital 
media, according to Emarketer’s 
2020 survey on the topic. This is 
up 15% from 2019, when adults 
consumed six hours and forty-
nine minutes a day. 
 “My use of social media 
has increased so much over 
quarantine, “ said Peters. “I 
resorted to Instagram more 
than the others because I knew 
that people showed the best 
part of their lives on Instagram 
and gave me some inspiration 
during the start of COVID. I 
really enjoyed seeing how others 

would spend their time at home 
and how they’d dress, especially 
influencers.” 
 The potentially new 
amount of free time people 
experienced during the pandemic 
could have played a role. Did 
people spend quarantine focusing 
on their style? “I had so much 
time so I really could change 
up my whole look and attitude 
however I pleased,” said Peters. 
“I took what I saw from some 
of my favorite influencers and 
youtubers and created my own 
twist on it with my style.”
 Peters is not the only 
one switching things up post-
COVID. Freshman English major 
Jiaonny Jenkins described their 
own transformation. “I usually 
dressed in super tight jeans, crop 
tops and whatever shoes were 
the most expensive in my closet. 
[Today} my style has shifted to 
a more adrogynous style that is 
definitely closer to my desired 
gender expression.”
 “It felt like I was able to 
explore things without fear of 
being perceived negatively by 
my peers,” said Jenkins. “I was 
in high school at the time and 
there was an immense amount 
of classist rhetoric that was 
ingrained in me.” 
 Style is not exclusive to 
students either. Roosevelt’s staff 
also had their professional worlds 
shaken up by the pandemic, as 
well as their fashion sense. 
 “I actually dress up more 
than I ever did because I don't 
have to wear heels/uncomfortable 
shoes. I wear a dress for every 
class with pink and orange Crocs. 
It's been kind of nice going 

through all the dresses  
 I would never wear 
because I took the Blue Line from 
the suburbs and walked a lot and 
wanted to feel comfortable,” said 
Shonda Dudlicek, Professor of 
Communications at Roosevelt.
 Several people stated that 
they will continue to be more 
experimental and creative with 
their style post-pandemic as well. 
“I think some of these habits will 
stick. I like dressing up for class, 

whether it's a cardigan and pants 
or a springtime dress,” Dudlicek 
said. 
 As people begin to 
get vaccinated and society 
slowly starts to populate 
again, it is unclear much style 
experimentation will continue. 
But one thing is clear, some may 
find their personal style looking 
different after the pandemic.  

According to Carlin Creative Trend Bureau, comfy and large loungewear was all 
the rage during quarantine. Photo courtesy of Nanushka.
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The guiding Fountain 
by Mohammad Samra / Chicago Editor 

Professor John W. Fountain. Photo courtesy of John W. Fountain on Facebook.

Hey, Prof. Fountain, 

 Hope all is well. 
 I haven’t really had the 
chance to properly thank you for 
everything you’ve done for me 
in the last three years I’ve known 
you. 
 Your Media Writing 
class introduced me to a side of 
journalism I never paid close 
attention to. I wanted to be a 
sports journalist until I got to 
your class — you introduced me 
to a form of journalism that truly 
changes lives. 
 Before meeting you, I 
severely lacked confidence in 
myself and my ability to write. 
When I opened your email 
containing my very first article 
and saw a red “97” at the top, 
I felt a joy and enthusiasm I 
hadn’t yet experienced while 
at Roosevelt. Someone in the 

industry thought my piece was 
“A” material.
I already liked journalism when I 
started college, but you made me 
love it. 
 Hearing your journalistic 
sermons made it less daunting 
to stay up all night and work on 
your assignments — putting forth 
the effort is much easier when 
someone is so passionate about 
what they teach. 
 You went the extra mile 
and decided your students 
needed real-world experience. So, 
you took a group of us on a 12-
hour bus ride to Washington D.C. 
to report on the National Rally to 
End Gun Violence. 
 I stood with my camera 
in hand and relentlessly recorded 
everything around me. That day 
taught me the importance of 
social justice, but it also reassured 
me that I’m exactly where I’m 

supposed to be. 
 Working as your intern 
during the initial stages of the 
“Unforgotten” project taught me 
the importance of storytelling. 
We weren’t telling stories of 
death, but portraits of life. It 
inspired me to write my “By 
the numbers” piece, which you 
featured in your column space at 
the Chicago Sun-Times.
 That same piece was the 
first time I’ve seen my work so 
heavily edited. It was a difficult 
sight to see, but it was a necessary 
one. Watching it go from a first 
draft on my SurfacePro to a 
completed piece resting on page 
31 of The Sun-Times helped 
me to fully embrace the editing 
process — no matter how tedious 
it can be.
 Without your guidance, 
I wouldn’t be as successful as 

I’ve been at Roosevelt. You’re 
responsible for most of the 
content on my resume. With 
each award I’ve been presented 
came a heartfelt letter of 
recommendation from you 
explaining why I was the best fit 
for whatever I was receiving. 
 You played a role in 
Roosevelt choosing me as one 
of this year’s commencement 
speakers. I’ll represent many who 
are close to me on May 7, but I’ll 
stand at the podium representing 
every quality you’ve instilled 
into me throughout my college 
experience. You convinced me 
that my story was worth telling.
 
   As I prepare to graduate, 
I find myself reminiscing about 
the various conversations we had 
in AUD 362 or in your office on 
the third floor of the Auditorium 
Building. Whether I was asking 
you if I had what it took to make 
it in journalism, or pitching you a 
unique article idea, you gave me 
your undivided attention every 
single time. 
 Part of me will miss 
seeing you stride into class in 
a full tuxedo at 11 a.m. while 
I chug my first Starbucks iced 
coffee of the day. However, the 
other half of me is grateful I’ll 
be able to begin my professional 
career with such an amazing ally 
at my side. 

 This isn’t the end, it’s just 
the end of the first chapter. 

 Take care,

 -Mohammad  

7
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Billy Montgomery’s official faculty photo. Photo courtesy of Roosevelt.edu.

An ode to Billy Montgomery 
by Adnan Bašić / Head Copy Editor 
 Remember in high school 
when your teachers would warn 
you about how strict college 
professors are?
 “You won’t be able to 
get away with the things you’re 
doing now.” “You have to make 
sure you’re doing all your 
assignments and you need to 
get to class on time.” “No one is 
going to hold your hand.”
 Those teachers have not 
met Billy Montgomery.
 Don’t get me wrong, this 
isn’t just going to be an article 
about a lenient professor who 
gives out good grades for little 
effort. Those teachers are all 
well and good, but it’s tough to 
establish a true connection with 
them. Their classes are a walk in 
the park, and that’s it.
 Walking into a 
Montgomery classroom is not 
like walking into a regular 
classroom. More akin to walking 
into a family gathering, there’s 
just a certain comfort that comes 
with going to one of his classes. 
Whether it’s a 9:30 a.m. course 
that’s twice a week or a 2 p.m. 
for two and a half hours once 
a week, Montgomery always 
knows exactly what to do to get a 
class engaged. 
 There have been so 
many instances where I’ve 
arrived to class tired or with a 
headache, and those feelings will 
subside after a bit of time due to 
whatever activities were planned 
for the day.
 It’s so clear that 
Montgomery wants to help every 
single student of his, and I think 
that might be my favorite part 
about him. 

 He doesn’t just teach 
media studies, photography or 
film. He teaches life lessons, 
preparing students for the future 
after they leave Roosevelt. 
He challenges them to push 
themselves, whether it be by 
joining clubs or taking risks with 
work. “Get that bag,” as he likes 
to say. 
 He’s not just doing these 
things for the sake of it, as it’s 
clear he genuinely has faith in all 
of his students and their abilities.
 If Montgomery believes 
in me, why shouldn’t I?
 Montgomery also 
seems to know a lot of industry 
professionals, and he’s willing to 
bring those people to his classes 
as guests in order for his students 
to learn from their experiences. 

 Each guest isn’t for every 

student (and some may even get 
Montgomery in trouble), but 
having them involved brings a 
new dynamic to whatever class 
he’s teaching.
 Being with Montgomery 
in a classroom setting is great 
and all, but getting to know him 
outside of the classroom has been 
even more special. 
 As the longtime advisor 
for the Torch, Montgomery 
seems to always be around when 
need be — other than the few 
times I needed to get into the 
film or radio rooms and the man 
had seemingly disappeared. He’s 
happy to help, no matter what 
time it is or what he’s doing.
 Montgomery is also 
someone you can relate to. Some 
professors are at school just to 
teach, and that’s it. 
 Not Montgomery, though. 

 You can talk to him like 
he’s a friend of yours, whether 
the conversation is about 
restaurants nearby, work stories 
or general life events.
  One time, I had about 
30 minutes between classes to 
relax, so I headed to The Torch 
office, where I only planned 
on sitting on my phone while 
eating. However, I walked 
into a conversation between 
Montgomery and a former 
student that I quickly got 
involved in. Good times and 
punchlines followed, and the 
next thing I knew it was time to 
go to class. 
 Out of all the things I 
miss about not having in-person 
classes, one of the main ones is 
not getting to see Montgomery 
floating around. Seeing him in 
a Zoom call is funny, like when 
he uses some background of the 
Roosevelt library to lift spirits, 
or especially when he wears a 
headset that makes him look like 
he’s about to start gaming, but 
it’s not quite the same.
 One time, I sent a picture 
of Montgomery walking down 
the hallway to my friend with 
the caption, “I feel like I’m in 
a video game where I have to 
follow Billy to a location,” to 
which he eventually noted how 
Billy kind of looks like an ice 
cream cone before then sending a 
picture of one. 
We never told Montgomery 
about that conversation, but I’ve 
got a feeling he’ll laugh when he 
reads about it here.
 
 Thank you for all that 
you’ve done, Billy. It’s been real. 

COLUMN
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Maintaining safety in Chicago
by Martin Serrano / Staff Reporter 

Various forms of public safety measures continue on through the COVID-19 pandemic. Photo courtesy of Traffic Safety Store.

 Public safety continues to 
be a priority for any community 
looking to prevent violent crimes 
from arising. Schools have 
continued to take a cautious 
approach as they start to return to 
in-person classes.
 Aside from requiring 
students to wear face coverings 
and maintain their hygiene, 
they’re continuing to reinstate 
traditional security measures for 

those to attend class as they did 
before the lockdown. Some of 
the processes used by Roosevelt 
University include the Missing 
Student Notification Process and 
reporting any criminal activity. 

 “The current climate 
of safety concerns from recent 
events also required us to make 
sure everyone surrounding 
Roosevelt”, said Mike Pizana, 
Assistant Director of Campus 
Safety, “Whether they’re a 
student, a teacher, or a normal 
civilian not from the university.”

 Plenty of neighborhoods 
in Chicago were given “street 

outreach”, including mental 
health programs that aim to assist 
those at risk of becoming victims 
or perpetrators of violence. 
 Similar to how public 
locations are prioritizing 

public safety with places like 
universities and the like with the 
use of protocols at their disposal, 
the struggles of domestic 
violence in some Chicago 
neighborhoods have been a 
common topic of late thanks 
to the mental effects due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 “With programs like 
‘Night in the Light’, we felt our 
works have helped keep anyone, 
regardless of who they are, safe 
from any potential dangers that 
would lie ahead for their future 
if they were to go down any 
harmful paths.” said Bridget 
Hatch, of Metropolitan Family 
Services, 
 “The COVID-19 
pandemic is another element 
of our challenges, where 
perpetrators of violence lose 
control of their behavior and 
cause unwanted damage to one 
another from the inevitable 
abuse found in struggling 
communities.”

 The Chicago Police 
Department aims to better 
handle any harm that might 
arise no matter when or where it 
happens. As a way to strengthen 
the bond that both groups of 
individuals have, they’re going 
with community concerns so as 
to let any neighborhood residents 
report any potential criminal 
activity to them. 
 “Trust is always an 
important factor of the Chicago 
Police Department, especially 
with the recent events related 
to other states and how they’re 
handling the safety with their 
own communities,” said Sergeant 
Rocco Alioto. 
 “We’re ensuring to 
have both our group and the 
communities we serve and 
protect to maintain accountability 
with each other.”

“The current climate of safety 
concerns from recent events also 

required us to make sure everyone 
surrounding Roosevelt,” said Mike 

Pizana.

FEATURE
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by Jules Banks / Editor-in-Chief 

The last three years: a goodbye from one co-EIC 

Reyna Estrada, Amanda Landwehr and I wreaking havoc during a Torch Podcast photoshoot. Photo by Karina Aguilar.

 “Nobody likes the Torch,” 
I had a classmate once tell me, 
barely looking up from her 
homework.
 “What?” I said.
 “Nobody likes the Torch.”  
 It was matter-of-fact. 
 Three years ago, I stepped 
into the Torch office for the first 
time, patiently waiting for the 
three beeps on the locked door to 
sound off – a noise I would come 
to know so well. I was 19-years-
old and looking for a job, and 
Torch advisor and professor 
Billy Montgomery had trapped 
my roommate Reyna into going 
to a meeting. Since I was also a 
freshman journalism major, she 
had asked me to come along. I 
was reluctant, and that earlier 
conversation was why.
 When Reyna, my fellow 
Editor-in-Chief (EIC), and I 
joined the Torch, it was a small 
paper, one that only got smaller 

as the years went by — and it had 
a complicated relationship with 
the university. When we started, 
we were halfway into freshman 
year, and the chaos surrounding 
our little paper had swirled 
around us long before we joined. 
And the chaos didn’t stop. 
 In my three years, I have 
been called into meetings and 
shouted at. I have been denied 
interviews. I have had my paper 
handed to me, proofread by a 
professor, who had seen all its 
flaws post-production and could 
not in conscience let us continue. 
I have deleted entire stories out of 
frustration, only to rewrite them 
that same night, just to make the 
deadline. Every year, from Staff 
Reporter to Features Editor to co-
Editor-in-Chief, there have been 
different problems waiting for 
me.
  All of these things were 
a lesson, and with each lesson 

I gained a new outlook on my 
work and ambition. I can say 
with full confidence that through 
the Torch, I have gained so much. 
In this tight-knit Roosevelt 
community, where as a young 
person, it felt impossible to find a 
group, the Torch gave me ample 
opportunity to make friends.
  It has gifted me with 
real-world experience, a solid 
portfolio at a young age, and 
a thick skin when it comes to 
putting my work out into the 
world. It provided me income in 
the most stressful financial years 
of my life. And, as co-Editor-
in-Chief, it has helped me grow 
valuable leadership skills, and the 
ability to share that experience 
with my best friend – the same 
person who coerced me to come 
to my first Torch meeting in the 
first place. 
 In a small university like 
Roosevelt, the most important 

takeaways are the connections 
that we make. Through the 
Torch, I’ve made enough valuable 
connections to last a lifetime. 
The team I have had the pleasure 
of working with are some of the 
most creative and talented people 
I know, and without them, this 
paper would be nothing. 
 Despite the pandemic and 
all the other hardships, I have 
had so much fun working here. 
I will never look back on this 
experience with anything but a 
fierce fondness and pride at the 
work our staff has put in these 
past years. We all worked hard 
to make this paper something 
we can all be proud about, and it 
shows. 
 Nobody likes the Torch? 
Well, to be honest, I sure do — 
and I’ve learned in the past three 
years that a lot more people love 
it than I could’ve ever imagined. 
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Cheers to the underachievers
By Kristin McKee / Roosevelt Editor

 The final stretch of the school 
year is an exciting time for 
graduates, especially with award 
ceremonies, honors celebrations 
and the prospect of new careers 
underway. Students are finally 
recognized for the sensational 
efforts they put forth throughout 
the past four years. For some 
though, it can be an unpleasant 
reminder of their subpar 
performance.
 It’s been hard to miss 
my current and former peers’ 
social media posts about their 
accomplishments. They flourish 
their colorful cords in their 
graduation photos. Most have 
announced that they have been 
accepted into graduate programs, 
others have already been hired 
for full-time jobs. They’re on the 
classic, picture-perfect path into 
adulthood.
 My only major 
achievement? I’m graduating.
 When I first walked 
through the doors of Roosevelt 
University as a freshman, one 
of my top goals was to achieve 
outstanding grades and to be a 
star student. I attended all my 
classes, reserved significant 

time to study and kept a color-
coded planner. I even took the 
maximum 18 credit hours most 
semesters to ensure I’d graduate 
on time. However, the weight 
of the coursework, along with 
unfavorable personal events, 
became heavier and heavier. I 
started missing classes to catch 
up on work for other classes, 
burying my face in my notes 10 
minutes before every exam and 
leaving my planner to collect 
dust. 
 Many of my assignments 
could have been better. There 
were times when I had high 
hopes for topics I had pitched 
for these assignments, but I had 
to put my energy towards other 
classes, and just could not make 
the final product into what I 
wanted it to be. I’m downright 
embarrassed by some of the 
things I’ve turned in.
 I didn’t do terribly in 
college, but I definitely didn’t go 
above and beyond. I wasn’t an 
honors student, I didn’t obtain a 
4.0 GPA, I didn’t get involved 
in any extracurriculars beyond 
The Torch, but I did do enough to 
finish my undergrad years in one 
piece. 
 As for my post-grad 
plans, they’re nonexistent. I’m 
still unsure of what kind of career 
I’d like to pursue. I also have 
no desire to throw thousands of 
dollars into graduate school when 
I already have to worry about the 
thousands of dollars that have 
to be paid back from undergrad 
loans and fees.
 It does bother me that I 
will be exiting Roosevelt’s doors 
without leaving some sort of 
legacy. It bothers me even more 
that I probably didn’t make many 

of my professors proud with what 
I had to offer. I look at my peers’ 
achievements and their plans for 
the next chapter in their lives and 
get a very distressed feeling.
  Maybe I should’ve done 
more. Maybe I should’ve told 
myself to “suck it up” and put in 
more effort. Maybe I should’ve 
focused more on creating 
impactful, groundbreaking work 
and being more involved in the 
Roosevelt community rather than 
simply passing my classes and 
making it to graduation.
 This feeling will be 
temporary, though.Prioritizing 
myself and not taking on more 
than I could chew is what 
brought me here today. I had 
to realize that pushing myself 
to be among the best wasn’t 
all it was cracked up to be. I 
would’ve had to pay up more of 
my mental wellbeing than I was 
already spending doing the bare 
minimum.   I knew 
my limits when it came to what 
I could handle in my academics, 
and I had to be very careful not 
to push them too far.
  I also had to think about 
what would make me happy 
in the long run. Academic 
achievements are always great, 
but the momentary recognition 
would not make up for what I 
would have suffered if I didn’t 
honor my limits. I wouldn’t 
be looking back fondly on 
my college years if they were 
consumed by endless mental 
breakdowns and a lack of free 
time. 
 Not having a plan for 
the next chapter of my life is a 
bit unsettling (I’m already being 
bombarded with the infamous 
“what are your plans after 

college?” questions from my 
family), but it’s also exciting. 
I want to put in more time to 
not only figure out what kind of 
career I’d like to pursue, but also 
experience life without being in 
school. It’ll probably feel weird 
having so much free time for 
the first time in my life, but that 
freedom sounds exhilarating.
 I’m not here to list my 
neverending excuses as to why I 
didn’t excel in college or throw a 
pity party about it. I’m definitely 
not trying to bash those who have 
obtained great achievements in 
their college years. I want to 
celebrate the underachievers, 
those who did the bare minimum 
to get through the uphill battle of 
college and succeeded. 
 Many people put blood, 
sweat and tears into college, and 
I applaud those who went beyond 
expectations. However, their 
strengths and my strengths are 
two different stories. It all comes 
down to where our personal 
strengths lie and how much we’re 
able to tolerate individually, and 
at the end of the day, being an 
underachiever was what worked 
best for me.
 With the year we’ve had 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it’s important to celebrate the 
smaller victories. Doing the 
bare minimum to graduate is a 
huge accomplishment, and I am 
cheering anyone on who has 
done the same. These past four 
years have been so beneficial 
for my personal growth, and I 
couldn’t be happier that I finally 
made it, even without the pretty 
graduation cords.
 I may not have thrived, 
but I survived. Hopefully that 
will be enough.

Cap and gown photo from Roosevelt’s 2021 Grad 
Walk. Photo courtesy of GradImages.
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So...about this year’s Oscars
By Amanda Landwehr / Arts Editor
 We get it, Hollywood. 

Movie theaters were shuttered 
for upwards of a year, 
productions were put on hold, 
and not even Christopher 
Nolan’s “Tenant” could save 
the entertainment industry 
from near-demise. But really, 
what was the deal with the 
93rd annual Academy Awards 
Ceremony?

 For starters, the event 
was reduced in capacity, with 
the main portion taking place 
in Los Angeles’ Union Station. 
Nominees joined live via video 
call from across the world, and 
other segments were either pre-
recorded or filmed in a mostly 
empty Dolby Theatre.  Some of 
this year’s presenters included 
Regina King, Bryan Cranston, 
Don Cheadle and Zendaya.

 With an all-star cast of 
presenters and nominees, some 
truly great films and the sheer 
excitement about returning to 
anything close to normalcy, 
the 2021 Oscars were bound to 
succeed. Right?

 Wrong. It felt like a 
scrambled attempt to fix a 
broken car, but instead of 
replacing the brake pads, they 
poured windshield washer over 
the engine, ripped out the gear 
shift, and lit the thing on fire.

 The greater portion 
of the ceremony was fine. As 
always with live TV, there was 
bound to be some awkward 
moments — tedious small 
talk between celebrities and 
journalists, rambling speeches 
from winners. But I was happy 
to see Emerald Fennell, writer 
and director of “Promising 
Young Woman,” take home 

the award for Best Original 
Screenplay. It was delightful 
to see Chloé Zhao win Best 
Director for “Nomadland,” 
an amazing step forward in 
progress for the film industry. 
Other good picks included Best 
Cinematography for “Mank” 
and Daniel Kaluuya for his 
portrayal of Fred Hampton in 
“Judas and the Black Messiah.”

 But then, things got 
bad. Really bad. If watching 
74-year-old Glenn Close dance 
to “Da Butt” wasn’t enough, 
something felt off when the 
three-hour ceremony finally 
came to its tail-end. The 
show’s producers decided to 
announce Best Picture before 
Best Actor and Best Actress in 
a Leading Role. Best Picture 
is typically the last award 
announced. But apparently, 
if the Oscars Ceremony was 
going to embrace change due to 
COVID-19, they were going to 
make sure that everyone felt it.

 “Nomadland” won for 
Best Picture. Its lead actress, 
the one-of-a-kind Frances 
McDormand, accepted the 
award and gave an...interesting 
speech. But where were the Best 
Actor and Actress awards?

 Finally, Renée Zellweger 
presented the nominees for 
Best Actress in a Leading Role. 
After keeping an eye on nearly 
every Oscars predictions list, I 
was sold on the idea that Carey 
Mulligan would win for her 
bold performance in “Promising 
Young Woman.” Honestly, I 
think she was expecting to take 
home an Oscar too, dressed in 
a extravagant couture gown. 
But then the strangest thing 

happened. Zellweger read a 
name that sounded nothing like 
“Mulligan” and much more like 
“McDormand.”

 McDormand won Best 
Actress in 1997 for her role in 
“Fargo,” and won again in 2018 
for her portrayal of Mildred 
Hayes in “Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri.” 
Her role as Fern in 2020’s 
“Nomadland” was yet another 
incredible performance — I just 
wasn’t expecting it.

 Then, Joaquin Phoenix, 
rocking his “troubled artist” 
look, announced the nominees 
for Best Actor. This was a tricky 
category for predictions: a hell 
of a performance from Riz 
Ahmed in “Sound of Metal,” 
Steven Yeun’s role in “Minari,” 
Gary Oldman’s role  in “Mank.” 
But the real showdown was 
between two very different 
actors: 83-year-old Anthony 
Hopkins and the late Chadwick 
Boseman.

 Boseman’s role in “Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom” as a 
jazz trumpeter and Hopkins’ 
role as a dementia patient 
in “The Father” were both 
incredible. But Boseman’s death 
in August 2020 mixed with a 
show-stealing performance in 
the film meant there was a lot 

of pressure for the late actor to 
win, posthumously.

 Once again, the words 
coming out of Phoenix’s mouth 
surprised me. “The Academy 
Award for Actor goes to...
Anthony Hopkins.”

 Wow. Okay. But if I 
didn’t think Hopkins would 
win the Academy Award, there 
was someone else who really 
didn’t think he would win the 
Academy Award: Hopkins 
himself.

 Obviously, people were 
upset over Boseman’s apparent 
snub. But the actor’s brother 
in an interview with TMZ, 
said that there were “no hard 
feelings” in regards to Hopkins’ 
win. Unfortunately, Twitter 
disagreed.

 The Oscars continues 
to be, well, the Oscars — a 
tradition as widely loved as it 
is hated. It’s one of my favorite 
nights of the year as a movie 
lover, and it’s a great chance for 
the internet to unite and reflect 
on how outdated the ceremony 
can be.

 But hey, I’d be lying if I 
said this year’s ceremony wasn’t 
on par with the rest of 2020. 
Here’s to next year, folks.

Photo courtesy of CinemaBlend.
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Mixed opinions arose over this year’s Oscars. Photo courtesy of CinemaBlend.


